DUE: SEPTEMBER 9, 2011
SUMMER READING INSTRUCTIONS
For Pequannock Valley Middle School
Grade Seven to Eight
· Students are required to read two books this summer. 
· One book is a required reading book and will be available at PV School either before the end of school and/or during the summer months (2010). The chosen book may also be purchased if you so choose. Students are required to read one of the following four books: Iqbal (D’Adamo), I Will Plant You a Lilac Tree (Hillman), Soldier X (Wulffson), OR Eyes of the Emperor (Salisbury). All four books align with the eighth-grade social studies and English curricula. These four required summer reading books have come highly recommended by students, and were chosen for that reason. Each book choice is a good read, and should be easily enjoyed. We encourage you to go to Amazon.com and read the reviews to help you choose one of the four books. 
· For the required book, the attached packet is the assignment. It is also available for printing at www.pequannock.org. Click on the link for "PRInTS" and find the grade the student will be entering in the fall. The student will be completing an assortment of graphic organizers reviewing the parts of a story and vocabulary.
· SUGGESTION: Students should look over the whole packet. It is much easier than it may look. The best bet is to begin with the cover page (page 5 of the packet). 
· SUGGESTION: Students should read their required novel and keep the organizers as they go along.

· Students need to follow these directions and the checklist/rubric (page 14). The organizers and the novel come back to school on Friday, September 10, 2010. 

· This packet of organizers will be the student’s first quiz grade in eighth-grade English class. 
· If the student is a reluctant reader, the book choices may be available as unabridged audio-books or a Kindle books. If students choose to listen to a book, they are strongly encouraged to follow along with the novel. Check www.amazon.com or at the public library at catalog.mainlib.org.
· The second summer reading book is a grade-appropriate novel of the student’s choice. The idea is to enjoy it!
· For the choice novel, there is a “card” to capture only the most important information in the student’s novel. Students need this information because they will be doing a creative project using this “choice” novel upon their return to school. If students misplace this card, a Word document will be available on the same “PRInTS” page as mentioned previously. 
GLOSSARY: Please use this glossary to assist you with your organizers.
Plot: The plot is a literary element that helps to make up a story. It is the important events that occur in the story. The plot of the story tells the beginning, the middle, and the end – and explains all the events in between. The plot is like the steps of the story. Every story has a conflict or a problem that needs to be resolved before the end of the story, and the plot makes that happen. The plot has parts. They are rising action, climax, falling action, and the resolution.  

Rising Action: The rising action is the events that lead up to the climax of the story. They are the events that happen before the climax, but lead you to the climax. Rising action involves the “complications” within the story; the problems that arise from the conflict. They most often happen in the first three-quarters of a story. 

Climax: The climax of the story is the turning point and often the main event of the story. It is the “peak” of the story. Sometimes, it tells the main characters final major decision which brings about the most intense moment of the story. It usually occurs about three-quarters of the way through the story. Often, it is the most exciting moment in a story.  

Falling Action: The falling action is the events that happen after the climax, and they lead up to the resolution. 

Resolution: The resolution is how the conflict is resolved and how the climax of the story affects the characters in the end. It always occurs at the end of the story. 

Think of these parts of a story like a rollercoaster. The rising action is going up to the top of the hill. The climax is the peak of the coaster. The falling action is as you come down the hill, and the resolution is how the ride ends. 

Theme: The theme is the author’s message to the reader. It is sometimes considered the moral of the story. Often, it is the author’s view about life and how people behave, and how those behaviors affect others. The theme of a story is not directly told to you, so you have to extract it from what you are reading. There can easily be more than one theme, and to some degree, it can be opinion.

Character: The characters are the people, animals, or other creatures in a story and they experience the events in the plot. Every story you read has characters. There are different types of main characters, the protagonist and the antagonist. The protagonist is the main character and she/he/it experiences the conflict involved in the plot of the story. The antagonist is the character in the story that plays a major role in the plot and helps create and develop the main character. The antagonist may be an opposing force to the protagonist. In simple stories, the protagonist is often the good character (pro) and the antagonist is often the bad character (anti). Characters are studied by using the three “A’s” – Appearance, Actions, and Attitude. 

Setting: The setting is where and when a story takes place. It can change throughout a story, but the setting plays a very important part in the plot of a story. It can be very specific (Example: September 8, 2009 in Anytown, France at the Bravo Soccer Stadium), or vague and not completely clear (Example: Summer, sometime in the distant future, in a park) depending on the story. It involves not only time and place, but the mood or the atmosphere that the setting creates for the plot of the story. The setting of a story helps to outline the general theme and sometimes is used as an important symbol in the story. It may also be used to relate the characters to the hardships or situations they face (it was a dark and stormy night in December. . . .). The setting definitely makes a story more powerful by giving it a strong backdrop for the action.

Genre: The genre of a story is the category in which the plot of the story is placed. If the plot takes place on a baseball field, there is a good chance that “sports’ fiction” is the genre. You will be reading fiction this summer. What type of fiction are you reading? Is it realistic, historical, fantasy, sports, romance, adventure, etc? Some stories can fall into more than one genre. Pick the genre which you think best describes your novel. 

Copyright: This information is the year that the story was written and can most often be found at the very beginning of the book, before the story even begins. Check the reverse side of the title page. It is easy to spot because it is preceded by a “c” in a circle. The author is the person who wrote the story. 

Context clues: Context clues are information and hints in the surrounding words, phrases, or sentences that give clues to a word’s meaning. To find context clues, you should read two sentences before and two sentences after each word you do not understand. See if you can figure out the meaning by other words surrounding the difficult or unusual word in question. Take your best guess, and record which word(s) gave you a possible clue. 
KEEP THIS PAGE BLANK

COVER PAGE: Answer the questions on the cover page.









CHARACTERIZATION REQUIREMENT: 

Identify four important characters from your novel. Fill the boxes!
	CHARACTER NAME
	PERSONALITY DESCRIPTION

Offer a few (3) ideas that you gathered throughout the novel. (This column might include words like stubborn, friendly, enthusiastic, angry, a team player, etc.). 

	PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

Offer a few ideas that you gathered throughout the novel. (This column might include words like blonde hair, muscular, walks with a limp, tall, wiry, etc.)

	IMPORTANCE TO THE NOVEL 

Describe how this character is important to the novel. Be sure to include the protagonist and antagonist in your character choices.  

Be sure to offer a brief explanation.

(See glossary.)
	CONNECT TO SELF, WORLD, etc. Who do you know that reminds you of this character? Have you seen a similar character in a television show or movie? Make some connections to something outside of the novel and in your/our world. Connect to another text, to your own family or world, to movies, to life experiences, etc. Briefly explain.

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


ADDITIONAL COMMENTS IF NEEDED: 
PLOT REQUIREMENT: Choose six significant events (RISING ACTION) from the novel and offer a brief description of each one. These should be spread out in the novel, not all from one section. Then, identify the CLIMAX (and falling action) and the final RESOLUTION. Complete this organizer in chronological (sequential) order (see glossary if needed). These boxes should be well-filled. 
















THEME REQUIREMENT: Identify the theme of the novel (see glossary if needed). Make sure your answer includes what the author is trying to say to the reader, and why that point(s) is important. Once you identify the theme, offer three areas of the novel that support your opinion. These boxes should be well-filled. 








VOCABULARY REQUIREMENT: Find FOUR words from your novel of which you are not familiar. Complete ONE organizer for each word to help you to learn these words. Follow steps 1 through 7 on each of the graphic organizers. WORD NUMBER ONE:












VOCABULARY REQUIREMENT -- WORD NUMBER TWO:












VOCABULARY REQUIREMENT -- WORD NUMBER THREE:












VOCABULARY REQUIREMENT -- WORD NUMBER FOUR:












How will you be graded? 

Checklist/Rubric to follow for the REQUIRED READING novel:

· Read the instruction page and use the glossary to assist you.             
· (1) Fill out the Cover Page. This requirement is one page.      (6 points)
· (2) Characterization Requirement; this requirement is one page. (32 points)
· (3) Plot Requirement; this requirement is two pages.             (24 points)
· (4) Theme Requirement; this requirement is one page.             (12 points)
· (5) Vocabulary Requirement; this requirement is four pages. (20 points)
· (6) Follow directions (first page and throughout) and fill out this checklist. This requirement is one page. (6 points)
· Place all graphic organizers/requirements in a plain folder in the order listed on this checklist. When your English teacher opens the folder, the “Cover Page” should be the first item he/she sees. The last items should be this “Checklist.” Do not hand in the original instruction sheet or the glossary. Keep the glossary on file at home for future reference. 
· Put your name on the front of the folder. 

· Bring the folder to school on the first Friday when we return to school. Your English teacher will collect it. This assignment counts as a 100-point quiz grade in the first marking period. 

HAPPY READING! 
Enjoy a safe and healthy summer!
























RESOLUTION (see glossary):





Description:____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________



































































































































AREA OF THE NOVEL / NUMBER THREE:


Description:_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ _____________________________________________________








AREA OF THE NOVEL / NUMBER TWO:


Description:_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ _____________________________________________________








AREA OF THE NOVEL / NUMBER ONE:


Description:_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ _____________________________________________________








THEME (What is the author trying to say, and why is that important to the reader?):


________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________






































STEP 7) My own well-written sentence using the word. Your sentence must be eight or more words in length. Do not begin your sentence with any of the following words: the, it, I, he, she, we, her, his, our, your, a name of any type, they, my, you, there, an -- or – a. 





STEP 4) Context clue(s) (see glossary) in the novel sentence or surrounding sentences where I got my clue. This answer can be a word or phrase. 








STEP 6) Dictionary definition -- make sure you use the correct part of speech as based on the novel sentence. 





STEP 3) My definition guess?





STEP 1) Word #1:





STEP 5) Part of speech as used in the novel sentence:





STEP 2) Sentence from the novel where I found the word:





STEP 7) My own well-written sentence using the word. Your sentence must be eight or more words in length. Do not begin your sentence with any of the following words: the, it, I, he, she, we, her, his, our, your, a name of any type, they, my, you, there, an -- or – a. 





STEP 4) Context clue(s) (see glossary) in the novel sentence or surrounding sentences where I got my clue. This answer can be a word or phrase. 








STEP 6) Dictionary definition -- make sure you use the correct part of speech as based on the novel sentence. 





STEP 3) My definition guess?





STEP 1) Word #1:





STEP 5) Part of speech as used in the novel sentence:





STEP 2) Sentence from the novel where I found the word:





STEP 7) My own well-written sentence using the word. Your sentence must be eight or more words in length. Do not begin your sentence with any of the following words: the, it, I, he, she, we, her, his, our, your, a name of any type, they, my, you, there, an -- or – a. 





STEP 4) Context clue(s) (see glossary) in the novel sentence or surrounding sentences where I got my clue. This answer can be a word or phrase. 








STEP 6) Dictionary definition -- make sure you use the correct part of speech as based on the novel sentence. 





STEP 3) My definition guess?





STEP 1) Word #1:





STEP 5) Part of speech as used in the novel sentence:





STEP 2) Sentence from the novel where I found the word:





STEP 7) My own well-written sentence using the word. Your sentence must be eight or more words in length. Do not begin your sentence with any of the following words: the, it, I, he, she, we, her, his, our, your, a name of any type, they, my, you, there, an -- or – a. 





STEP 4) Context clue(s) (see glossary) in the novel sentence or surrounding sentences where I got my clue. This answer can be a word or phrase. 








STEP 6) Dictionary definition -- make sure you use the correct part of speech as based on the novel sentence. 





STEP 3) My definition guess?





STEP 1) Word #1:





STEP 5) Part of speech as used in the novel sentence:





STEP 2) Sentence from the novel where I found the word:




















YOUR NAME:


THE GRADE YOU WILL ENTER IN SEPTEMBER:


Be honest! Do you like to read? Why or why not? Whether yes or no, what do you best like to read? ____________________________________________________________________________





____________________________________________________________________________





____________________________________________________________________________________





______________________________________________________________________


_














NOVEL SETTING (SEE GLOSSARY! This definition is more complex than you may realize.):


Description:___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________











AUTHOR:


GENRE (SEE GLOSSARY!):


NUMBER OF PAGES: 


COPYRIGHT (see glossary):











CLIMAX (see glossary):





Description including Falling Action(s) – (see glossary) which lead to the Resolution: 


_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


_______________________________________________________

















EVENT NUMBER SIX:





Description:____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________














EVENT NUMBER FIVE:





Description:____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________











EVENT NUMBER FOUR:





Description:____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________














EVENT NUMBER THREE:





Description:___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________











EVENT NUMBER TWO:





Description:____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________








NOVEL TITLE:




















EVENT NUMBER ONE:





Description:____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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