PrinTS

Summer Reading Assignment for English

     As part of the never-ending quest to become better readers and writers, you will have your choice of what novel you would like to read over the summer.  There is a suggested book list attached for you to choose from, or you can choose your own novel.  The important thing is that you read!

     Your responsibility is simple.  First just read.  Then there are three levels of activities to you to choose from – gold – silver -bronze.  Each activity is graded on a rubric on a scale of 1 to 5.  To get your score for the assignment, multiply your rubric score by whichever of the following values applies:



Gold=4



Silver=3



Bronze=2

These activities will be collected during the first week of school.

     In addition to doing one of the activities, we will have a book talk during the first week of school where we will discuss and review your novel.

Gold Activities

G-1
What else happens?  Add a chapter to the end of the book.  This should be at least two pages.

G-2  Write a letter to a character.  Then have the character write a letter answering back in the voice of the character.  Each letter should be at least one page.

G-3  Write an original song about the book (at least 20 lines).  Include a one paragraph explanation of how the song relates to the events and characters of the book.

G-4  Become a character and write a diary with at least five entries.  Include events from the novel and how you feel about them.  

G-5  Make an illustrated time line of events in the book, make sure your time-line includes at least ten events with a two sentence description and small picture or clipping describing each event.

G-6  What could happen after the story is over?  Write a brief summary (two pages) of a sequel to the book  (describe the main characters, tell what the plot would be).

G-7  Draw a map (in color) of one place in the book, labeling landmarks and points of interest.

G-8  Redesign the front and back cover of the book, complete with a blurb and quotes on the back (these should be made up!)

G-9  Write a “Dear Abby” column with questions from at least four characters asking for advice and your answers as Dear Abby (each should be at least ½ page.)

Silver Activities

S-1  If you could change places with one character, who would it be and why?  Your explanation should be at least one page.  Remember to describe the character and their situation well because your audience may not have read the book.  

S-2  Make a cartoon of the book or chapter (at least eight panels in full color with text.)

S-3  Write an obituary for a character (at least one page- look in the newspaper or on the Internet for examples)

S-4  Describe an experience you've had that was like something that happened in the book.  Your description should be at least one page.  First describe the event in the book, then describe the event that happened to you.

S-5  Make a soundtrack for the book by choosing at least ten popular songs.  For each song, explain in at least one sentence why you chose the song and how it relates to the events or characters in the book.

S-6  Make a collage of a major theme from the book.  Use clippings from magazines, newspapers, etc.  The collage must be on paper that is at least 8 ½ x 14 and should include at least ten different clips.  On the back explain in one paragraph what theme you are representing and what it has to do with your novel.

S-7  Create a sculpture of a character. Use any combination of soap, wood, clay, sticks, wire, stones, old toy pieces, or any other object. An explanation of how this character fits into the book should accompany the sculpture. 

Bronze Activities

B-1  Draw a scene from the book.  Your drawing will be scored based on how much detail is included.  Make sure you somehow show who the people are in your picture.

B-2  Which character is most like you?  Why?  Your explanation should be at least one page.  Remember to describe the character well because your audience may not have read the book.

B-3  Imagine your book is being turned into a movie – who would play each character?  Name at least five characters and who would play them.  Explain in at least one sentence why and include a quote from each character that makes your point.  Also, tell where you would film the movie.

B-4  Write a different ending for your book.  Your ending should be at least one page long.

B-5  Write a letter or email to a close friend recommending your book.  Your letter should be at least one page and contain specific details as to why you liked the book.

B-6  Design a poster depicting the climax (turning point) of your story.  Your poster should be on paper that is at least 8 ½ x 14.

Rubric for Grading


5
Meets all criteria, creative, thoughtful


4
Meets most of criteria, somewhat creative and thoughtful


3
Meets some of the criteria, somewhat creative or thoughtful


2
Meets little of the criteria, not creative, not thoughtful


1
Minimally meets the criteria for the assignment
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