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Adventure & Survival Stories

City of the Beasts by Isable Allende - When fifteen-year-old Alexander Cold accompanies his individualistic grandmother on an expedition to find a humanoid Beast in the Amazon, he experiences ancient wonders and a supernatural world as he tries to avert disaster for the Indians.

Savage by David Almond - YALSA Best Books for Young Adults 2009 - fantasy and reality mix in the psychodrama of a fictional feral child who steps out of his story. Grieving over his father's death, young Blue begins writing privately about a boy who lives in the local wood on raw game and scavenged garbage: "If anybody ever seen him he chased them and cort them and killed them and ate them and chucked their bones down an aynshent pit shaft. He was savage. He was truly wild." Narrating in a mix of prose passages and slashing, two-color sequential panels depicting a bony, shirtless, knife-wielding lad, Blue describes how, after he puts himself, his little sister and a local bully into his tale, he finds tangible evidence that the wild boy has visited all three as they slept. As a grimacing, gesticulating embodiment of raw emotion in McKean's pictures, the wild boy makes a visible and effectively unsettling stand-in for Blue's own emotional turmoil—and indeed, in the climax the alter egos come together for a healing encounter. The art ramps up the intensity of this provocative outing. (Fantasy. 11 & up)

When the Legends Die by Hal Borland - A modern Native American boy is left to live in the wilderness.
One Last Time by William Buchanan - "Buchanan's story is a moving coming-of-age piece that incorporates suspense and adventure--the friends stalk a ferocious bull menacing the area--and remains refreshingly unpredictable throughout" (Publishers Weekly).

Robinson Crusoe by Daniel Defoe - Story of a young seaman cast ashore on an uninhibited tropical island for more than 28 years.

Wanderer by Sharon Creech - "The story is exciting, funny, and brimming with life. For each crew member, there is a conscious journey to Bompie across the sea, and an unconscious one of self-discovery. This is a beautifully written and imaginatively constructed novel that speaks to the power of survival and the delicacy of grief" (School Library Journal).

Battle Dress by Amy Efaw - "Based on Efaw's experiences, the novel provides insights into long-held traditions at a mostly unfamiliar, formerly male-dominated institution. Intense depictions of pain and the mental and physical near atrocities plebes suffer make this compelling, at times stomach-turning, reading" (School Library Journal).

Survive: Stories of Castaways and Cannibals by Hardcastle, Nate - "The name of the series of which this volume is the latest entry is the Adrenaline series, which pretty much sums up this book. It could be pegged as the 'reality TV of the book world'"(Booklist)

Alabama Moon by Watt Key, 2007- "Key writes honestly about hunting, trapping and the hardships of survival in this rather unusual coming-of-age story" (Kirkus).

The Highest Tide by Jim Lynch - "This remarkable debut novel is one of the reasons people keep reading: occasionally, a book by a new author comes along and knocks your socks off. Lynch, formerly the Puget Sound correspondent with Portland's Oregonian , knows his terrain and describes the Puget Sound ecology with a poetic touch" (Bookmarks Magazine).

Snow-Bound by Harry Mazer - A novel of raw survival in which two spoiled teenagers fight for life when they find themselves stranded in an isolated region without hope of rescue.

White Darkness by Geraldine McCauchrean - "Symone's unforgettable voice propels this journey of discovery in a book that is intricately plotted, richly imaged and brings new meaning to the term unreliable narrator," said Printz Award Committee Chair Lynn Rutan. "Readers will need to hang onto their snow goggles in this compelling book in which nothing is as it seems at first glance."

The Trap by Smelcer - YALSA Best Books for Young Adults 2007 - Smelcer tells their stories in alternating chapters, building suspense as time runs out for Albert. Meanwhile, Johnny reflects on the tiny, dying town in which he finds himself trapped. How rare to find lyrical writing combined with real suspense. Smelcer accentuates the humanity of his characters as he reveals how the strengths of their ancestors survive in these modern people. Equally memorable and enjoyable for children, teens and adults. A small masterpiece. (Fiction. 10+)

Nonfiction

A Long Way Gone: Memoirs of a Boy Soldier by Ishmael Beah 2007 - "This gripping story by a children's-rights advocate recounts his experiences as a boy growing up in Sierra Leone in the 1990s, during one of the most brutal and violent civil wars in recent history" (School Library Journal).

Between a Rock and a Hard Place by Aaron Ralston -"Ralston's story is one of the most gut-wrenching and compelling real-life adventures in recent years: in early 2003, the avid rock-climber and outdoorsman became trapped in a Utah mountain canyon when an 800-pound boulder pinned his right arm" (Publishers Weekly).

The Greatest Firefighters Stories Never Told by Michael Santangelo - "firefighters throughout America risk life and limb every day, many times without any acknowledgement whatsoever, let alone fame or fortune.In The Greatest Firefighter Stories Never Told, authors Mike Santangelo, Mara Bovsun and Allan Zullo have collected more than two dozen gripping accounts of America's bravest heroes, those who save lives every day as they rush in to rescue others"(Amazon).

Best Sellers

Fiction    

Return to Sender by Julia Alvarez After his family hires migrant Mexican workers to help save their Vermont farm from foreclosure, eleven-year-old Tyler befriends the oldest daughter, but when he discovers they may not be in the country legally, he realizes that real friendship knows no borders. (Novelist)

Thirteen Reasons Why by Jay Asher © 2007- When high school student Clay Jenkins receives a box in the mail containing thirteen cassette tapes recorded by his classmate Hannah, who committed suicide, he spends a bewildering and heartbreaking night crisscrossing their town, listening to Hannah's voice recounting the events leading up to her death.(Novelist)

City of Thieves by David Benioff - Documenting his grandparents' experiences during the siege of Leningrad, a young writer learns his grandfather's story about how a military deserter and he tried to secure pardons by gathering hard-to-find ingredients for a powerful colonel's daughter's wedding cake. (Novelist)

Paradise Lost by Kate Brian - Reed and two former Billings Girls, Kiran and Taylor, venture off on a luxurious vacation to the Caribbean, but it quickly becomes evident that exclusive shops and a private island are not enough to keep them out of harm's way. (Novelist)

Going Bovine by Libba Bray - All 16-year-old Cameron wants is to get through high school—and life in general—with a minimum of effort. It’s not a lot to ask. But that’s before he’s given some bad news: he’s sick and he’s going to die. Which totally sucks. Hope arrives in the winged form of Dulcie, a loopy punk angel/possible hallucination with a bad sugar habit. She tells Cam there is a cure—if he’s willing to go in search of it. With the help of a death-obsessed, video-gaming dwarf and a yard gnome, Cam sets off on the mother of all road trips through a twisted America into the heart of what matters most. (Amazon)

Chosen: a House of Night Novel by P.C. Cast © 2008 - Dark forces are at work at the House of Night and fledging vampyre Zoey Redbird's adventures at the school take a mysterious turn. Those who appear to be friends are turning out to be enemies. And oddly enough, sworn enemies are also turning into friends. So begins the gripping third installment of this "highly addictive series" in which Zoey's mettle will be tested like never before. (Novelist)

City of Ashes by Cassandra Clare © 2008 - Sixteen-year-old Clary continues trying to make sense of the swiftly changing events and relationships in her life as she becomes further involved with the Shadowhunters and their pursuit of demons and discovers some terrifying truths about her parents, her brother Jace, and her boyfriend Simon.(Novelist) City of Bones 2nd in trilogy, City of Glass, final installment.

Kissed by an Angel by Elizabeth Chandler - An omnibus gathers the trilogy of romantic suspense-- Kissed by an Angel, The Power of Love, and Soulmates--in which Ivy's late boyfriend returns to her as a guardian angel to protect her from a murderer. Original. (Novelist)

Just Listen by Sarah Dessen - Isolated from friends who believe the worst because she has not been truthful with them, sixteen-year-old Annabel finds an ally in classmate Owen, whose honesty and passion for music help her to face and share what really happened at the end-of-the-year party that changed her life. (Novelist)

Lock and Key by Sarah Dessen"The intricacy of relationships that is Dessen's signature shines here...[the] characters are pure pleasure to spend time with" (Horn Book).

Wildeness by Roddy Doyle - "Fans of Gary Paulsen's survival stories will enjoy bouncing alongside Tom and Johnny as they head out into the frigid darkness in search of their beloved Mam, but these readers won't go for the Gráinne story line. Parents might find the revelations and narrative parallels more poignant than the target audience will" (Publishers Weekly).

November Blues by Sharon Draper ©2007- "A teenaged boy's death in a hazing accident has lasting effects on his pregnant girlfriend and his guilt-ridden cousin, who gives up a promising music career to play football during his senior year in high school" (November 2007).

King of the Screwups by K. L. Going - After getting in trouble yet again, popular high school senior Liam, who never seems to live up to his wealthy father's expectations, is sent to live in a trailer park with his gay "glam-rocker" uncle. (Novelist)

Memoirs of a Geisha -  by Arthur Golden,A young woman in Kyoto has to reinvent herself after World War II begins.

Project Sweet Life by Brent Hartinger - When their fathers insist that they get summer jobs, three fifteen-year-old friends in Tacoma, Washington, dedicate their summer vacation to fooling their parents into thinking that they are working, which proves to be even harder than having real jobs would have been.(Novelist)

Hosseini, Khaled The Kite Runner - Traces the unlikely friendship of a wealthy Afghan youth and a servant's son, in a tale that spans the final days of Afghanistan's monarchy through the atrocities of the present day. Sequel (still going strong)

A Thousand Splendid Suns -   His tale is a powerful, Fifteen-year-old Scarlett Marvin is stuck in New York City for the summer working at her quirky family's historic hotel, but her brother's attractive new friend and a seasonal guest who offers her an intriguing and challenging writing project improve her outlook. harrowing depiction of Afghanistan, but also a lyrical evocation of the lives and enduring hopes of its resilient characters" (Publishers Weekly).

The Big Field by Mike Lupica- When fourteen-year-old baseball player Hutch feels threatened by the arrival of a new teammate named Darryl, he tries to work through his insecurities about both Darryl and his remote and silent father, who was once a great ballplayer too. (Novelist)

Astonishing Adventures of Fanboy and Goth Girl by Barry Lyga   - "I'm a computer geek, a comic book geek, a study geek. Even in the Fast-Track classes, I'm apart." Fifteen-year-old Fanboy is miserable at school, where he is bullied, and at home, with his pregnant mother and her husband, the "step-fascist." His only relief is the late hours spent creating his own comic book. Then he receives an instant message from Kyra, an enigmatic Goth who seems to be the only witness to the violence he endures, and the two form a cagey, charged friendship" (Booklist). 

Fragile Eternity (Wicked Lovely) by Melissa Marr - Seventeen-year-old Aislinn, who has the rare ability to see faeries, is drawn against her will into a centuries-old battle between the Summer King and Winter Queen, and the survival of her life, her love, and summer all hang in the balance. Sequel Ink Exchange Fragile Eternity. (Novelist)

Martel, Yann Life of Pi: A Novel - Possessing encyclopedia-like intelligence, unusual zookeeper's son Pi Patel sets sail for America but when the ship sinks he escapes on a life boat and is lost at sea with a dwindling number of animals until only he and a hungry Bengal tiger remain.

Stephanie Meyer, Twilight - New Moon & Eclipse - Began as a simple vampire series and quickly became a megaselling publishing phenomenon. The fourth book in the series is due August 2008.Still going strong!
Host by Stephanie Meyer - The author of the Twilight series a #1 bestseller delivers her brilliant first novel for adults: a gripping story of love betrayal in future with the fate of humanity at stake. (Amazon)

Evermore by Alyson Noel - Since the car accident that claimed the lives of her family, sixteen-year-old Ever can see auras and hear people's thoughts, and she goes out of her way to hide from other people until she meets Damen, another psychic teenager who is hiding even more mysteries. (Novelist)

Evermore by Alyson Noel - Since the car accident that claimed the lives of her family, sixteen-year-old Ever can see auras and hear people's thoughts, and she goes out of her way to hide from other people until she meets Damen, another psychic teenager who is hiding even more mysteries. (Novelist)

The Book Thief by Markus Zusak - Trying to make sense of the horrors of World War II, Death relates the story of Liesel--a young German girl whose book-stealing and story-telling talents help sustain her family and the Jewish man they are hiding, as well as their neighbors.(Novelist)

Non-fiction

The Burn Journals by Brent Runyon - "Some excruciatingly painful moments notwithstanding, this can and should be read by young adults, as much for its literary merit as for its authentic perspective on what it means to attempt suicide, and, despite the resulting scars, be unable to remember why" (Booklist).

Leaving Dirty Jersey : A Crystal Meth Memoir by James Salant - "This book stands out. The atmosphere and the detail with which the bit players are brought to life recall William S. Burroughs's classic Junky" (Library Journal).

Tweak by Nic Sheff - The author details his immersion in a world of hardcore drugs, revealing the mental and physical depths of addiction, and the violent relapse one summer in California that forever changed his life, leading him down the road to recovery.(Novelist)

Twelve Rounds to Glory by Charles R. Smith Jr ©2007 - "A dynamic author-illustrator team follows the threetime heavyweight champ through twelve rounds of a remarkable life" (Amazon 2007).

Brett Favre: The Tribute by Sports Illustrated "The Tribute includes 16 of SI's finest Favre stories, by such renowned writers as Peter King, Michael Silver, Leigh Montville, Jeff MacGregor and Alan Shipnuck, plus brilliant pictures from the recognized leader in sports photography--stunning action shots, intimate portraits and candid off-the-field moments--that illuminate this icon, a man who, more than any other of our time, played his game the way it should be played" (Amazon).

ALA Best Fiction for Young Adults - 2011

	Alonzo, Sandra.  Riding Invisible . Illus. by Nathan Huang. 
Yancy’s life is torn apart by his older brother’s Conduct Disorder and he runs away when Will threatens his horse. He records his thoughts and feelings in his Adventure Journal.

Anderson, Laurie Halse. Forge . 
All that stands between Curzon and his freedom is George Washington's army and a winter at Valley Forge.

Avasthi, Swati . Split. 
Jace, 16, fights back against his abusive father and is thrown out of the house. He finds his older brother which begins a journey toward healing for both brothers.

Ayarbe, Heidi. Compromised.
When Maya's father is jailed and she is put in a group home, she and new "friend" Nicole run away to search of Maya's aunt and face difficult situations.

*Bacigalupi, Paolo. Ship Breaker . 
Nailer is a light crew scavenger tearing up old hulks of ships, living day to day, until a rich girl and her gleaming ship run ashore in a storm on the beach and his life gets more dangerous.

Black, Holly. White Cat . 
Cassel comes from a family of curse workers and begins to suspect his brothers have cursed him to use him as a tool in their quest for power.

Bow, Erin. Plain Kate . 
After her father’s death, Plain Kate has nothing except her carving tools and her cat, Taggle. Alone, she is vulnerable to witches and to those who suspect she is one.

Boyce, Frank. Cosmic.  
When 12-year-old Liam, who looks like he is 30, poses as the "adult" chaperone on a kids' mission to space, he must think fast to save the group.

Boyd, Maria. Will. 
Outraged Will is in his school’s musical as punishment for his latest prank. Teachers hope to develop his “leadership potential” but he only wants to save his social status.

Brande, Robin.  Fat Cat.  
Aiming to take home top prize at the science fair and maybe lose some weight in the process, Cat plans to examine life as a cave girl. Her subject: herself.

Bunce, Elizabeth C.  Star Crossed.  
Escaping the city, Digger, a thief, ends up in a remote castle full of nobles and becomes involved in political intrigue in a country where magic has been forbidden.

Calame, Don.  Beat the Band.  
Coop must win battle of the bands with his buddies to regain his mojo after getting paired with an infamous partner in Health class, only none of them play instruments.

Carbone, Elisa.  Jump . P
P.K. refuses to go to boarding school; Critter busts out of the psych ward. A chance meeting at a rock-climbing wall brings them to Yosemite for an unforgettable adventure.

Chima, Cinda Williams.  The Demon King: A Seven Realms Novel.  
The lives of Princess Raisa and former street lord, Han, intertwine when an amulet Han finds helps him discover his true heritage and Raisa uncovers treachery in the castle.

Christopher, Lucy. Stolen. 
Gemma, 16, writes to the young man who kidnapped her and held her captive in the Australian outback, revealing the complexity of her feelings for both Ty and the land.

Cohn, Rachel and Levithan, David. Dash & Lily’s Book of Dares . 
In hopes of meeting a boy, Lily leaves a set of clues in a bookstore and begins a series messages, dares and a possible romance with Dash.

Combres, Elisabeth.  Broken Memory: A Novel of Rwanda. 
Emma witnesses the brutal murder of her mother during the 1994 genocide massacres in Rwanda and her fears continue to haunt her.

Condie, Ally. Matched . 
Cassia and Xander are Matched by the Society that plans all aspects of one's life, making everything perfect for her, until Ky's face flashes across her screen and everything changes.

Crowley, Cath. A Little Wanting Song.  
Charlie and Rose have never been friends and couldn’t be more different on the outside, but this summer, their longing and unhappiness causes them to turn to one another.

Dashner, James . The Maze Runner. 
Thomas’ memories don’t serve him well when he wakes on an elevator, only to find himself in the Glade, trapped by monsters and a maze that changes daily.

David, Keren. When I Was Joe. 
Ty is just fourteen when he sees another teen murdered. He becomes a witness for the prosectution of the attackers but the truth is costly for Ty and his family.

De Goldi, Kate. The 10 PM Question. 
When a new girl, a free-spirit who doesn’t seem to worry about anything, arrives at school, Frankie begins to question the way he looks at his life.

De Vigan, Delphine. No and Me. B
Brilliant, lonely and compassionate, thirteen-year-old Lou befriends a homeless eighteen-year-old, No, and is determined to save her.

DeGramont, Nina. Every Little Thing in the World.  
Sydney’s parents send her to a wilderness camp after her run-in with the police. The trip gives her a month to consider what to do about her secret pregnancy.

Derting, Kimberly. The Body Finder . HarperCollins/HarperTeen, 2010. 
When her ESP leads to the body of a girl who met a violent death, Violet finds herself not only drawn to the murdered, but to the murderer as well.

Diamand, Emily. Raiders’ Ransom. 
When pirate raiders kidnap the Prime Minister's daughter, thirteen-year-old Lilly sets out on a rescue mission, with a mysterious talking jewel for ransom.

*Donnelly, Jennifer. Revolution . 
Haunted by the death of her brother, Andi is taken to Paris by her estranged father where an encounter with a mysterious diary may bring her back from the edge.

Edwardson, Debby Dahl. Blessing’s Bead. 
This book is a beautifully written account of life in Alaska through the eyes of an Inupiaq family. One child is given a special bead which threads the generations together.

Erskine, Kathryn . Mockingbird. 
Ten-year-old Caitlin has to figure out how to make the world work now that her brother Devon has died.

Fisher, Catherine. Incarceron. 
Trapped in the massive prison world of Incarceron, Finn searches for his true identity; outside, Claudia searches for the truth about Incarceron and its warden, her father.

Flood, Nancy Bo. Warriors in the Crossfire. 
In 1944 the Japanese and Americans fight a bloody battle for the island of Saipan, where twelve-year-old Joseph must decide who to trust so he can save his family.

Funke, Cornelia. Reckless. 
Jacob Reckless knows the fantasy world behind the mirror, but his brother doesn't and now he is turning to stone and Jacob must help.

George, Jessica Day. Princess of Glass .
Poppy, one of the twelve dancing princesses, is witness to the events surrounding a mysterious princess at court who wears glass slippers to the balls.

Gleitzman, Morris. Once. 
Felix, a naive Jewish boy in a Catholic orphanage, runs away to find his parents in Nazi-occupied Poland.

Gonzalez, Christina Diaz. The Red Umbrella . 
Lucia and her brother live an idyllic life in Cuba in 1961 until the revolution when they are sent to live with strangers in Nebraska until their parents can escape.

Goto, Hiromi.  Half World. Illus. by Jillian Tamaki.  
Overweight and over-teased Melanie Tamaki must follow her mother into Half-world, where the cycles are out of balance and fight the horrible Mr. Glueskin.

Gray, Keith. Ostrich Boys.  
When their best friend Ross dies an accident, Kenny, Sim, and Blake run off to Ross, Scotland, to give him their idea of a proper funeral.

Green, John and Levithan, David. 
When two very different teenage guys named Will Grayson meet by chance in Chicago, their worlds collide.

Healey, Karen.  Guardian of the Dead. 
Ellie’s drawn into a mysterious world of Maori myth and magic when she meets Mark at boarding school in New Zealand during a killing spree that leaves victims without eyes.

Henry, April. Girl, Stolen. 
Sick with pneumonia, blind teenager Cheyenne is waiting in the back seat of her stepmother’s car when someone steals it, effectively—and unintentionally—kidnapping her.

Hoffman, Alice. Green Witch. 
Green sets out on a journey to learn the histories of the local witches and to free her soul mate from prison.

Holt, Kimberly Willis. The Water Seeker.  
Amos Kincaid comes from a family of men who can find water underground. This gift follows him and his family as they travel West.

Kelly, Tara. Harmonic Feedback. 
Drea, with “a touch of Asperger’s,” has never been considered “normal.” A skilled sound designer, she starts a band with Naomi and Justin, who appreciate her for who she is.

Kephart, Beth.  The Heart is Not A Size. 
While on a service trip in Mexico, Georgia gains perspective on her life that enables her to challenge the things not discussed in her relationship with her best friend Riley.

King, A.S. Please Ignore Vera Dietz. 
Vera Dietz spends her days going to school and working full time as a pizza delivery technician, all while being haunted by her dead best friend.

Koertge, Ron. Shakespeare Makes the Playoffs . 
Fourteen-year-old Kevin Boland’s biggest problem isn’t the baseball playoffs: it’s what to do when he’s dating one girl but emailing poems to another.

Lockhart, E.  Real Live Boyfriends: Yes, Boyfriends, Plural, If My Life Wasn’t Complicated I Wouldn’t Be Ruby Oliver. 
Finally in her senior year of high school, Ruby Oliver tries to figure out whether or not Noel is her real live boyfriend.

Lynch, Chris.  Hothouse: A Novel.  
Russell and DJ lose their firefighter fathers in a major fire and must cope with their private grief and the community’s adulation of their fathers. And then there’s backlash.

Maberry, Jonathan. Rot and Ruin . 
Benny and Tom Imura are brothers who don't really get along in a zombified world until catastrophic events help Benny understand his brother better.

*Marchetta, Melina. Finnikin of the Rock.
Finnikin and his fellow exiles from Lumatere wish to return to their cursed homeland. Finnikin must go on an epic journey with a mute novice named Evanjalin to return home.

*Matson, Morgan. Amy & Roger’s Epic Detour.2010. 
Amy and Roger must both learn to deal with loss while on a road trip across the country which doesn't go as expected.

*McBride, Lish. Hold Me Closer, Necromancer.
When Sam discovers he is a necromancer he must learn to control his power in order to defeat a powerful and corrupt rival and save his friends.

McCaughrean, Geraldine. The Death-Defying Pepper Roux. 
When Pepper Roux was born his aunt had a vision from Saint Constance that the boy would die on his fourteenth birthday, but Pepper Roux has other ideas.

McMullan, Margaret. Sources of Light.
It’s 1962, and after her father’s death in Vietnam, 14-year-old Sam and her mother move to Jackson, Mississippi, where they encounter the prejudice and violence of the segregationist South.

Milford, Kate. The Boneshaker . 
In Arcane, Missouri, in 1914, Natalie stands at the crossroads, looks the devil directly in the face, conquers him, and saves her family and her town.

Millard, Glenda.  A Small Free Kiss in the Dark.  
Runaway Skip struggles to survive during a sudden war, living in an abandoned amusement park with an older homeless man, a young orphan, a teenage ballerina, and a newborn.

*Mulligan, Andy. Trash . D
Three garbage-picker boys find an item of great value to a corrupt politician on their rounds, setting off a tense hunt to see who will triumph.

Myers, Walter Dean. Lockdown . 
With a few months remaining on his sentence in a juvenile detention facility, Reese struggles to overcome racism, prejudice and his volatile personality to cope with life on the outside.

Nelson, Jandy. The Sky is Everywhere. 
When Lennie's beloved big sister suddenly dies, she gets help pushing past her grief from two very different boys.

Nolan, Han. Crazy . 
Jason can’t put his mother’s death behind him, not with a mentally ill father and a chorus of distinct voices filling his head. Is he crazy too?

O’Brien, Caragh M.  Birthmarked.  Roaring Brook Press,  2010. $16.99. 978-1-59643-569-8. 
After her parents' arrest, Gaia falls heir to a dangerous parcel and assumes her mother’s role as midwife, all the while beginning to question her allegiance to the Enclave.

Oliver, Lauren. Before I Fall. 
Sam’s seemingly perfect life has ended in a terrible crash. But, it turns out she has to relive the last day of her life seven times to get it right.

Oppel, Kenneth. Half Brother. 
Ben begins to see the chimpanzee his father is using to study language acquisition as more than a test subject which leads to problems when funding runs low.

Paulsen, Gary. Woods Runner. 
In 1776, 13-year-old Samuel returns home from hunting in the woods to find the settlement burned and most of the settlers murdered.

Perkins, Lynne Rae.  As Easy as Falling Off the Face of the Earth.  
On the way to camp, Ry finds himself in the midde of nowhere when his train leaves him behind, leading to a remarkable journey full of surprises and adventure.

*Perkins, Mitali.  Bamboo People. 
Chiko, a Burmese soldier and Tu Reh, a Kerenni refugee meet on opposite sides of war and each must learn what it means to be a man of his people.

Quick, Matthew.  Sorta Like a Rock Star. 
Despite the fact that she lives in a school bus, Amber Appleton is the biggest optimist you’ll ever meet. But then one tragic event makes her question everything.

Reeve, Philip. Fever Crumb. 
Fever Crumb, raised by the Order of Engineers and the only female among its ranks, finds her engineer rationality continually tested as she begins to discover more about her past.

*Reinhardt, Dana. The Things a Brother Knows.  
Boaz is back and hailed as the hometown hero, but he is not at all the same. Can his younger brother Levi help him truly make his way home?

Richards, Jame.  Three Rivers Rising: A Novel of the Johnstown Flood.  
Told in verse, this story revolves around a variety of people whose lives touch before and after the failure of the earthen dam above Johnstown, Pennsylvania in 1889.

Roy, Jennifer. Mindblind. 
Nathaniel, 14, a high functioning "Aspie" who struggles with social interactions, but can solve mathematical problems that elude graduate students. People say he's a genius, but he thinks differently.

Ruiz Zafón, Carlos.  The Prince of Mist. 
Roland, Max, and Alicia battle the mysterious Prince of Mist - a diabolical character who has returned from the sea to collect on a debt from the past.

Sachar,  Louis. The Cardturner. 
Alton's summer job is turning cards at bridge games for his blind great-uncle Trapp. He learns much more than how to play bridge as a result.

*Saenz, Benjamin. Last Night I Sang to the Monster. 
Weeks in therapy go by and 18-year-old Zach is still unable to remember the monstrous events that left him alone and haunted by nightmares.

*Sedgwick, Marcus.  Revolver. 
Sig is alone with his father’s body when the lawless man his father had managed to escape appears out of the icy wilderness.

Shimko, Bonnie. The Private Thoughts of Amelia E. Rye. 
Growing up in the 1960’s, Amelia finds her one true friend and discovers the courage to stand up to the town bullies, local bigots and her train-wreck family.

Shinn, Sharon. Gateway. 
Daiyu finds herself in Shenglang, an alternate world, where she is enlisted to help send an evil traveler back to his own iteration before he can wreck chaos in Shenglang.

Shulman, Mark. Scrawl. 
In detention, eighth grade bully, Tod, journals thoughts and experiences exposing the bleak private agonies of life behind his actions.

Shulman, Polly. The Grimm Legacy. 
Elizabeth gets a job in a strange lending library that has everything, including the working original items from the Grimm's fairytales, but things are going missing.

Slade, Arthur. The Hunchback Assignments. 
Modo is a gifted spy, fighter and scholar, but so disfigured that he always hides his face. When children in London go missing, Modo’s skills just might save them.

Smith, Andrew. The Marbury Lens. 
Jack is a regular sixteen-year-old boy until he drinks too much at a party and wakes up in a stranger’s home.

Sonnenblick, Jordan. After Ever After . 
Jeffrey must figure out how to live as a cancer survivor, and graduate eighth grade.

Standiford, Natalie. Confessions of the Sullivan Sisters .
One of the Sullivans deeply offended Almighty, who will cut the entire family out of her will unless that person confesses. So begin the confessions of Norrie, Jane, and Sassy.

Stork, Francisco X. The Last Summer of the Death Warriors. 
Seventeen-year-old Pancho grapples with the mysterious death of his sister while accompanying his new friend, D.Q, on his own quest to face down death.

Stratton, Allan. Borderline.  
Sami sets out to prove his father’s innocence after Homeland Security breaks into their house and hauls his father away as a person of interest in a possible terrorist attack.

Stuber, Barbara. Crossing the Tracks. 
Iris finds love and acceptance in unexpected places in the summer of 1926 after her father sends her away to work for a doctor and his mother in rural Missouri.

Summers, Courtney. Some Girls Are. 
Regina used to be a member of the Fearless Five but is now being frozen out by her friends and must find acceptance among the peers she used to terrorize.

Supplee, Suzanne. Somebody Everybody Listens To . 
Retta Lee’s dreams of making it big as a country singer have a chance of coming true if she can survive the reality of life on her own in Nashville.

Teller, Janne .  Nothing. Trans. by Martin Aitken. 
When a classmate tells them “nothing matters,” his peers reinforce the opposite, sacrificing what matters to them in progressively intense challenges, assembling a pile of meaning.

Tomlinson, Heather. Toads and Diamonds. 
In a Perrault fairy tale reset to fascinating pre-British India, impoverished stepsisters encounter a goddess whose gifts bless, or curse. Diribani returns speaking jewels and flowers; Tana, toads and snakes.

Turner, Megan Whalen.  A Conspiracy of Kings.  
When his uncle, the king, is murdered, Sophos must set aside his self-doubt, accept his role as Sounis and unite the kingdom against invaders.

Vivian, Siobhan. Not That Kind of Girl.  
Life is about choices. Natalie makes choices that border between good and bad. The choices she makes could end in disaster or be the best choices she'll ever make.

Ward, Rachel. Numbers,Jem, a British girl of 15, is on the run with her erstwhile boyfriend Spider, because of complications from her "talent" of seeing the date that people will die when she looks in their eyes.

Wesselhoeft, Conrad. Adios, Nirvana.
Jonathan lost his twin to an accident and his will to move on. His friends, and the man he is ghostwriting WWII memoirs for will not let him slide.

Whitney, Daisy. The Mockingbirds . 
After Alex is date-raped at her boarding school, she turns to a secret society of students, the Mockingbirds, to find the justice her school administration cannot provide.

Williams, Carol Lynch.  Glimpse.  
Hope keeps having dreams about crying. It’s no wonder: her father is dead, her mother clearly has issues, and her sister Liz has been institutionalized after trying to kill herself.

Williams, Gabrielle. Beatle Meets Destiny. 
Superstitious John “Beatle” Lennon meets Destiny McCartney on Friday the 13th. Their romance starts strong—except for Beatle’s girlfriend, his angry twin sister, and a stalker. Can love survive?

Yancey, Rick. The Curse of the Wendigo . 
Henry and monstrumologist, Dr. Warthrop are in the Canadian wilds, trying to disprove the existence of the Wendigo, a wraithlike creature that gorges on flesh, yet is perpetually hungry.Yovanoff, Brenna. Replacement. 
Mackie is sixteen when the latest baby is stolen away, a monstrous replacement left in her crib. Now it’s time for Mackie to face his true identity.

ALA Book List 2010

Anderson, Laurie Halse. Wintergirls. 
Lia is haunted by her best friend's death from bulimia, as she struggles with her own eating disorder.

Booraem , Ellen. The Unnameables. 
In a place where everything has a name and every name has a meaning, outsider Medford Runyuin struggles in vain to follow the rules of his adopted home.

Bradley, Alan. The Sweetness at the Bottom of the Pie. 
Flavia de Luce is delighted with the discovery of a dead snipe on her doorstep and considers it a bonus when a human body is found in her cucumber patch.

Bray, Libba. Going Bovine. 
Cameron knew there was something wrong when he started seeing pillars of fire and angels, but he never imagined he had mad cow disease.

Brennan, Sarah Rees. Demon's Lexicon. 
Sixteen-year-old Nick and his older brother Alan are always on the run. Now, Alan has been marked by a demon and to save him, the boys must become the hunters.

Brown, Jennifer. Hate List. Little, 
In the year following the devastating shootings at her high school orchestrated by her boyfriend Nick, Valerie must come to terms with grief and guilt in order to move on with her life.

Burg, Anne E. All the Broken Pieces. 
12-year-old Matt struggles to cope with his memories of family left behind in war-torn Vietnam with the help of his adoptive parents, his music teacher, and his baseball coach.

Cashore , Kristin. Fire. 
In a world full of monsters so beautiful they lure people into their doom, how can people protect themselves from human monsters?

Chaltas , Thalia. Because I Am Furniture. 
Anke watches her siblings and mother suffer at the hands of her abusive father until she finds enough strength, through involvement in volleyball, to demonstrate her needs.

Clement-Moore, Rosemary. Highway to Hell. 
Maggie and Lisa find their spring break road trip interrupted by a cow’s carcass which launches them into a hunt for an evil demon terrorizing a remote desert.

Collins, Suzanne. Catching Fire. including revolts in the Districts and new Game rules.

Cooper, Michelle. A Brief History of Montmaray.
Not even a small island nation populated mostly by royalty can keep neutral in the events leading up to the Second World War.

Crowley , Suzanne Carlisle. The Stolen One. 
In searching for her identity, Spirit finds that she is the daughter of a former queen and realizes who she truly loves, at the court of Queen Elizabeth I.

Davies, Jacqueline. Lost. 
Essie, 16, sews all day for pennies at the Triangle Shirtwaist Factory to help feed her fatherless family and now to forget her little sister's death. Then the fire happens.

Davis, Tanita. Mare's War.
Sisters Octavia and Tali embarks on a road trip woth their grandmother over the summer. During this road trip, Octavia and Tali learn that there's more to their grandmother than what they have seen.

Dessen , Sarah. Along For the Ride. 
Auden’s summer becomes one of second chances, not just for her but for her family and friends as well. The more chances she takes, the more she discovers about herself.

Dowd, Siobhan. Solace of the Road. 
Holly Hogan had had enough. She dons a blonde wig, hits the road, and becomes Solace, a street smart, tough teen ready to take on the world.

Efaw , Amy . After. 
Soccer star Devon never admitted to herself that she was pregnant. Now she’s in detention, facing charges of attempted murder after delivering a baby and dumping it in the trash.

Forman, Gayle. If I Stay 
While in a coma after her family is killed in a car accident, Mia struggles to decide whether to live or die.

Frost, Helen. Crossing Stones.
Muriel's itching for a life outside her family's Vermont farm, but bigger changes await her in 1917 as first her neighbor and then her brother enlist to fight in Europe.

Garsee , Jeannine. Say the Word. 
After her estranged mother dies, Shawna Gallagher refuses to accept her dysfunctional home life and attempts to make peace with her mother’s lesbian lover.

George, Jessica Day. Princess of the Midnight Ball. 
When the decade long war ends, professional solider Galen finds work as a gardener in the king’s garden, only to help solve the puzzle involving twelve dancing princesses.

Gill, David Macinnis. Soul Enchilada. 
When a repo demon comes for her Cadillac, Bug Smoot finds that her deceased grandfather pledged both her soul and her car as collateral on a deal.

Goodman, Alison. Eon: Dragoneye Reborn. 
Sixteen-year-old Eon is the unlikeliest candidate for Dragoneye, but she holds great power and a dangerous secret that just might make her the greatest Dragoneye for centuries.

Griffin, Paul. The Orange Houses.
Despite poverty, gang violence, and lack of appropriate supports, three inner-city teens come together and try to beat the odds and succeed in life.

Halpern , Julie . Into the Wild Nerd Yonder.
Feeling used by her two best friends, high school sophomore Jessie decides to go in search of new friends. But will she be able to survive being branded a nerd?

Han, Jenny. The Summer I Turned Pretty. . At the beach house where she has spent every summer since childhood, sixteen-year-old Belly finds that this is the summer of many changes.

Hardinge , Frances . The Lost Conspiracy.
Hathin is unremarkable compared to her mind wandering sister, but when push comes to shove, Hathin must save herself, her sister, and her whole island.

Herlong , M.H. The Great Wide Sea. 
His mother is dead and his father is missing at sea. With a horrific storm brewing, can sixteen-year-old Ben and his younger brothers survive?

Hernandez, David. No More Us for You. 
Carlos has a cheating girlfriend, a mystery man urinating on the floor at work, and a friend in a coma. Can Isabel—still grieving her dead boyfriend—help him cope?

Jinks, Catherine. The Reformed Vampire Support Group. H
Nina Harrison, now and forever a teenage vampire, leads her dysfunctional crew of bloodsuckers on a mission to halt vampire persecution and rescue a vicious werewolf.

Johnson, Louanne. Muchacho . 
Eddie Corazon, an angry juvenile delinquent in an alternative school, is influenced by love, a special teacher, books, and a criminal cousin as he tries to find his true self.

Katcher , Brian. Almost Perfect. 
An intriguing new student gets Logan out of his post-breakup slump, but as Sage reveals her past, Logan isn’t sure he’s confident enough to handle her MTF gender identity.

Kelly, Jacqueline. The Evolution of Calpurnia Tate. 
In 1899, eleven-year-old Calpurnia bonds over science and nature with her grandfather even as she becomes increasingly aware that she may not be able to pursue those interests as an adult.

King, A.S. The Dust of 100 Dogs.
After being cursed to live the lives of 100 dogs before being reborn as a human, former pirate Emer Morrisey returns to Jamaica to reclaim treasure buried centuries before.

Knowles, Jo. Jumping Off Swings. 
Ellie is pregnant after looking for love in the wrong places with one too many boys. Corrine, Caleb and Josh all deal with the emotions, consequences and difficult decisions ahead.

LaCour , Nina. Hold Still. 
Devastated by her best friend’s suicide, Caitlin tries to rebuild her own life and relationships while finding the courage to read the journal that Ingrid left behind.

Larbalestier , Justine. Liar.
For years Micah has been a liar, and after her boyfriend's brutal murder, will anyone...will you... believe what she has to say?

Levine, Kristine. The Best Bad Luck I Ever Had . 
1917 Alabama, 12-year-old Dit’s life in rural Moundville becomes complicated and tragic by his friendship with Emma, the African American daughter of the new postman.

Lockhart, E. The Treasure Map of Boys: 
Ruby Oliver’s neurotic mind continues to struggle with having boys as friends while being backstabbed by her female classmates at Seattle’s Tate Prep School.

Madigan, L.K. Flash Burnout. 
Blake Hewson discovers there’s a big difference between lust and love, a tough lesson of a fifteen-year-old involved with a girlfriend and another girl as a friend.

Magoon , Kekla. The Rock and the River.
In 1968 Chicago, Sam struggles to decide whether to support his father's nonviolent approach to civil rights or his brother, who has joined the Black Panther Party.

McCormick, Patricia. Purple Heart.
Private Matt Duffy receives the Purple Heart, but he cannot remember the incident that left him with a traumatic brain injury and an image of an Iraqi boy's death.

McKernan , Victoria . The Devil’s Paintbox. 
Orphaned siblings Aiden and Maddy have survived Kansas, barely, setting out on the Oregon Trail just to have regular meals. But the trip is more than they expected...

McKinley, Robin and Peter Dickinson. Fire: Tales of Elemental Spirits.  
Fire in different and subtle interpretations: a phoenix hatched from an egg forgotten in an old museum, a dragon that can't go into Firespace, a hellhound/dog that finds a family.

Miller-Lachmann, Lyn. Gringolandia .
After surviving years of torture as a political prisoner in Chile in the 1980s, Daniel's father rejoins his family in the United States, but his fight for justice isn’t over.

Napoli , Donna Jo. Alligator Bayou. R
Fourteen-year-old Calogero emigrates to Louisiana in 1899, where his tiny Sicilian community faces discrimination and worse in a small town where they’re considered neither black nor white.

Northrop, Michael. Gentlemen.  
After one of four rough cut high school guys disappears, his friends become suspicious of their teacher Mr. Haberman, who refers to them as gentlemen while teaching Crime and Punishment.

Oaks, J. Adams. Why I Fight. 
For five years, Wyatt travels the country with his drifter Uncle Spade, first as a companion, then as a money-making bare-fisted fighter, until realizing Spade doesn't exactly have Wyatt's best interests at heart.

Pearson, Mary E. The Miles Between.
October 19th never turns out well, but this year is different as Destiny takes off on a road trip with three classmates in a convertible left by a mysterious stranger.

Pena, Matt de la. We Were Here. 
Miguel, sentenced to a group home for a horrible crime, must overcome his self-hatred while on the run with two other criminals.

Rapp, Adam. Punkzilla. C
Jamie has run away from his family, military school, and his troubled past. He sets out via bus to visit his dying brother, writing letters along the way.

Runyon, Brent. Surface Tension: A Novel in Four Summers. 
Every summer Luke spends two weeks vacationing at a lake, and every year things are just slightly different.

Ryan, Carrie. The Forest of Hands and Teeth.
Mary’s village is protected by a fence keeping out the Unconsecrated-who are undead craving human flesh-until a massive breach launches the teenage girl into a fight for survival.

Scott, Elizabeth. Love You, Hate You, Miss You.
Seventy-five days after the car crash that killed her best friend Julia, Amy leaves rehab and begins writing a series of letters to her in a journal.

Smith, Andrew. In the Path of Falling Objects . 
When their mother abandons them, brothers Jonah and Simon hit the road and make one fatal mistake: they accept a ride from a pretty girl and a dangerous man.

Smith, Sherri L. Flygirl . 
During WWII, Ida Mae Jones must go against her family and heritage to join the Army’s WASP program and fulfill her dream of being a pilot.

Standiford , Natalie. How to Say Goodbye in Robot. 
Fringe dwellers Jonas (Ghost Boy) and Beatrice (Robot Girl) use their adopted alter egos to help navigate the difficulties of fractured families and impending adulthood during their senior year.

Stead, Rebecca. When You Reach Me. R
The year they are twelve, Sal begins to ignore Miranda and breaks her heart. But Miranda's attention is diverted when she begins to receive urgent, anonymous notes in unexpected places.

Stiefvater , Maggie. Lament: The Faerie Queen’s Deception. 
Shy and ordinary Deirdre finds herself caught up in an ancient struggle in the faerie world when she meets Luke, a sexy musician with a very dark past.

Stiefvater , Maggie. Shiver. S
Grace has spent years watching the wolves in the woods behind her house. She has been particularly drawn to one – a yellow-eyed wolf who, in turn has been watching her intensely.

Stork, Francisco X. Marcelo in the Real World. S
Marcelo—a teen who exhibits Asperger-like behaviors—is forced to leave his job caring for horses to work in his father’s law firm and experience “the real world.”

Stroud, Jonathan. Heroes of the Valley. 
Halli lives in the shadow of his brother and the ancient heroes of his homeland, but when his family is threatened, he is unafraid to face enemies - whether human or not.

Tan, Shaun. Tales from Outer Suburbia. 
Giant floating poetry balls, living stick figures, strange creatures from the sea and an all-knowing water buffalo are some of the wonders found in this lushly illustrated collection of stories.

Taylor, Laini. Lips Touch: Three Times. 
Three novellas explore the power of a kiss, and its possible hazards or thrills, especially if the kiss pulls humans and demons together in a lusty embrace.

Thompson, Kate. Creature of the Night. 
Juvenile delinquent Bobby resists his mother’s plan to move to the countryside, but his anger becomes fear as he learns about local history and the creatures who rule the fields.

Valentine, Jenny. Broken Soup. 
Since Rowan’s brother died, her mother’s been depressed, and she’s been caring for her sister alone. When a stranger insists that a photo negative belongs to her, Rowan’s life changes.

Vivian, Siobhan. Same Difference. 
Emily commutes between a suburb where everyone tries to Philadelphia where everyone wants to be unique. Between these two "worlds" Emily tries to navigate between two sets of friends and struggle to find out who she really is.

Warman , Jessica. Breathless. 
When her schizophrenic brother’s behavior grows violent, Katie parents send her off to boarding school, where she quickly becomes part of the in crowd while harboring a dark secret.

Westerfeld , Scott. Leviathan. 
Steampunk novel that is a strange mixture of Victorian times with mechanical inventions. Bio-society countries are at war with mechanical countries in this extremely fresh novel.

Williams, Carol Lynch. The Chosen One. 
When the Prophet commands thirteen-year-old Kyra to marry her aging uncle, her family is shaken. Desperate to escape, Kyra knows that running away puts them all at risk.

Williams-Garcia, Rita. Jumped. H
When Trina unknowingly insults Dominique in the hallway, she’s in danger of being jumped after school. Leticia could warn her, but she’s reluctant to get involved.

Wyatt, Melissa. Funny How Things Change. 
In this coming-of-age novel, Remy must choose between the girl of his dreams and the mountain his family has called home for generations.

Wynne-Jones, Tim. The Uninvited. 
When Mimi decides she has to get out of town, she retreats to her father’s cabin in the Canadian wilderness. Unease, mystery, and spookiness decide to follow.

Yancey, Rick. The Monstrumologist. 
Will Henry, orphan and assistant to a monstrumologist, races against time to save his town (and himself) from the anthropophagi, a pod of monstrous creatures who prey on humans.

Yang, Gene Luen. The Eternal Smile. 
Three tales in one graphic novel show the paper-thin margin that separates fantasy from reality for a warrior, a frog and a girl.

Zarr , Sara. Once Was Lost. 
Samara’s faith is tested as struggles to uphold their perfect family image her father. a pastor, must portray while her mother drinks herself into rehab and a friend goes missing.

Zulkey , Claire. An Off Year. 
Cecily decides to take a gap year before college and embarks on a journey of self-discovery with wry humor and professional help.



	


Mystery, Suspense & Thrillers

The Hunger Games by Suzanne CollinsAlex Award Winner 2009, YALSA Best Books for Young Adults, New York Times Notable Book, ALA Notalbe Book 2009- In a future North America, where the rulers of Panem maintain control through an annual televised survival competition pitting young people from each of the twelve districts against one another, sixteen-year-old Katniss's skills are put to the test when she voluntarily takes her younger sister's place. (Novelist)

The Da Vinci Code: A Novel by Dan Brown- Harvard symbologist Robert Langdon and French cryptologist Sophie Neveu work to solve the murder of an elderly curator of the Louvre, a case which leads to clues hidden in the works of Da Vinci and a centuries-old secret society.

Looking for JJ by Anne Cassidy 2007 - "Cassidy masterfully builds tension and jolts readers with plot twists. She evokes sympathy for a troubled child who becomes a teenager with a grim future and raises questions about who is responsible when a ten-year-old commits a violent crime. Compelling, thought-provoking crime fiction" (Kirkus).

Curiousity Killed the Cat Sitter by Blaize Clement - "On Siesta Key, near Sarasota, Florida, the story features Dixie Hemingway, whose family tragedy drove her from the police force and into the bars. Still healing, Dixie is clean and working again, only this time as a pet sitter. When a dead man is found inside one of her client's homes, Dixie must get involved with police work again, this time as an outsider" (Booklist).

Diamonds in the Shadow  by Caroline Cooney, 2007 - "Crackling language and nailbiting cliffhangers provide an easy way in to the novel's big ideas, transforming topics that can often seem distant and abstract into a gripping immediate reading experience" (
Publishers Weekly).

After the First Death by Robert Cormier - They've hijacked a school bus, taken the children and the son of a general. Who will be the next to die?

London Eye Mystery by Siobhan Dowd- Ted and Kat lose their cousin Salim at the London Eye sightseeing attraction, "the largest observation wheel ever built." Given a free ticket by a stranger, Salim enters the ride, but he never emerges. Guilty about their part in the bungled outing, the siblings trace scraps of information that illuminate the boy's disappearance. (School Library Journal)

I Know What You Did Last Summer by Lois Duncan - Four teenagers who have desperately tried to conceal their responsibility for a hit-and-run accident are pursued by a mystery person seeking revenge.

Drawing a Blank by Daniel Ehrenhaft - "Once again, Ehrenhaft has created a sympathetic and hapless teen antihero who manages to retain his sense of humor even when the chips are way, way down. In this outing, the plotline zigzags from a posh New England boarding school to the site of Carlton Dunne's father's kidnapping in Manhattan to a rescue mission undertaken in rural Scotland" (School Library Journal).

The Last Shot by John Feinstein - "A brisk novel set in the madness of the NCAA's Final Four. Exceptionally knowledgeable about the college basketball world, Feinstein has a fine time lampooning broadcaster Dick Vitale and the bureaucrats who populate the NCAA itself. The blackmailing plot that unfolds over the course of Final Four weekend threatens a student-athlete who isn't a student, implicates an ethics professor with no ethics, and otherwise introduces to young readers the sleaze beneath the glitter of college basketball's biggest show.

The Angel of Death: A Forensic Mystery. by Alane Ferguson - "Cameryn Mahoney, the teenaged forensic detective from The Christopher Killer (Viking, 2006), continues her adventures as assistant to her father, the county coroner of Silverton, CO. Her latest case involves the death of a favorite teacher, whose body is found by her classmate Kyle" (School Library Journal).

Fade to Black by Alex Finn - Finn takes aim at bullying once again, "This time HIV-positive Alejandro Crusan, a Florida high-school junior, is the target. After being attacked in his car by a baseball bat-wielding teenager, Alex is hospitalized while recovering from his injuries" (Booklist).

Blood Brothers by S. A. Harazin, 2007 - " In an act of self-defense, Clay pushes Joey, causing him to hit his head hard on the cement floor. Joey recovers, yet the next day slips into a coma, and now Clay is the police's prime suspect. This compelling story, told in diary entries that cover hours and days, never loses the pace as Clay races to discover what happened during Joey's last day. The anti-drug message is never didactic, and the story will grab readers from the first sentence" (Kirkus).

Snatched: The Bloodwater Mysteries by Hautman, Pete & Mary Logue c2006 - "Two award-winning authors team up in this first entry in the Bloodwater Mysteries series. Set in Bloodwater, Minnesota, the story stars another team--twohigh-school students, a boy science nerd and a gril investigator for the school paper. Together, they have the right skills to question authority and pry into odd events" (Booklist)

Shock Point by April Henry - The wicked stepmother motif is altered to wicked stepfather in this contemporary chiller. Cassie, 16, has suffered a year of upheavals: her parents divorce, her mothers remarriage and new pregnancy, and the discovery that her stepfather's psychiatric practice revolves around an experimental drug that may have led to the suicides of several of his teen patients.

Carrie by Stephen King - Story of a shy high school girl who discovers she has telekenetic powers and takes revenge on her tormentors.

Acceleration by McNamee, Graham - c2003  Edgar Allen Poe Award - "Seventeen-year-old Duncan is haunted by the fact that he is unable to save a drowning girl just a few yards away one fateful afternoon the previous September. This summer he has a job at the Toronto subway working underground at the lost and found where he uncovers, amid the piles of forgotten junk, an opportunity to exorcise his own quility demons" (School Library Journal) 

Bonechiller by Graham McNamee - In this supernatural thriller set in a remote Canadian town in the dead of winter, four friends encounter a cannibalistic creature that is hunting and killing teens. Out late at night, Danny, the narrator, is stung by the terrible monster and it begins to stalk his nightmares. As he becomes increasingly and mysteriously ill, he realizes that his life is in danger. (Booklist)

Are You in the House Alone? by Richard Peck - A sixteen-year-old girl with a steady boyfriend suddenly begins receiving threatening phone calls while she is babysitting and anonymous notes in her high school locker.

The Night My Sister Went Missing by Carol Plum-Ucci - c2006 - "A shot rings out at a beach party. A girl falls backward--or dives forward--into the water and disappears. Her older brother, Kurt, remains in the police station all night anxious for word and spying on those who come to give their statements" (Booklist).

Hell Phone by William Sleator c2006 - Seventeen-year-old Nick buys a used cell phone only to call his girlfriend, but strange and desperate people keep calling--one of them a denizen of Hell --begging for or demanding his help. Novelist

Fake ID by Walter Sorrells - "Sorrells, Edgar Award-winning author of legal thrillers for adults, brings his expertise to a compelling suspense story for teens. Chastity Pureheart, newly settled in High Hopes, Alabama, is absolutely in the dark about her name and why she and her mother keep packed suitcases by the front door wherever they live, as if they may need to move in an instant" (Booklist).

Blue is for Nightmare by Laurie Faria Stolarz - It started with emails and phone calls but when someone leaves white lillies for Stacey she remembers that she has nightmares about the flowers that precede a murder.

Science Fiction, Time Travel & Fantasy

The Looking Glass Wars by Frank Beddor ©2006 - "When she is cast out of Wonderland by her evil aunt Redd, young Alyss Heart finds herself living in Victorian Oxford as Alice Liddell and struggles to keep memories of her kingdom intact until she can return and claim her rightful throne" (Novelist).

A Great and Terrible Beauty by Libba Bray - YALSA Best Books for Young Adults " An interesting combination of fantasy, light horror, and historical fiction, with a dash of romance thrown in for good measure. On her 16th birthday, Gemma Doyle fights with her mother. She wants to leave India where her family is living, runs off when her mother refuses to send her to London to school, has a dreadful vision and witnesses her mother's death" (School Library Journal).

Bloodsong by Melvin Burgess, 2005 YALSA Best Books for Young Adults 2008- " Told from a number of different viewpoints, this stand-alone sequel to Burgess' unforgettable Bloodtide (2001) pushes the boundaries of YA literature with a masterful melding of si-fi and violent Viking myth. Based on a thirteenth-century Icelandic epic, the story focuses on 15-year-old Sigurd, son of Bloodtide's Sigmund. In a futuristic war-torn England where organic machines with both flesh and circuitry live alongside human-animal hybrids, it's Sigurd's destiny to reclaim his royal lineage and unite the country" (Booklist).

Dragon's Keep by Janet Carey 2007 YALSA Best Books for Young Adults 2008, School Library Journal Best Books 2007 - "In stunning, lyrical prose, Carey tells the story of Rosalind, a twelfth-century princess destined for greatness by a prophecy from Merlin: the twenty-first queen of Wilde Island, which is plagued by dragons, will do three great things" (Booklist).

Graceling by Kristin Cashore  YALSA Best Books for Young Adults 2009, School Libray Journal Best Book 2008, Booklist Editors' Choice 2008 - In a world where some people are born with extreme and often-feared skills called Graces, Katsa struggles for redemption from her own horrifying Grace, the Grace of killing, and teams up with another young fighter to save their land from a corrupt king.

Blokhedz: Genesis I by Mark & Mike Davis - " In this inner-city supernatural adventure, gifted teen rapper Blak must discover his true self and his superpowers. On one side beckons shady rap-and-drug broker Bloko and the fly lifestyle; on the other side, the spirit of Blak's wiser older brother plus his homies, seeress Rosetta, and maybe-girlfriend Essence" (School Library Journal).

The House of the Scorpion by Nancy Farmer National Book Award,  Printz Honor 2003, YALSA Best Books for Young Adults 2003 Newbery Honor 2003, National Book Award for Young Peoples Literature - In a future where humans despise clones, Matt enjoys special status as the young clone of El Patrón, the 142-year-old leader of a corrupt drug empire nestled between Mexico and the United States.

The Fetch  by Chris Humphreys, 2007 - After exploring a sea chest full of runes and a journal belonging to his deceased grandfather, fifteen-year-old Sky summons the old man's ghost, who teaches him how to travel through time and space.

Night Road by A.M Jenkins YALSA Best Books for Young Adults 2009 - Battling his own memories and fears, Cole, an extraordinarily conscientious vampire, and Sandor, a more impulsive acquaintance, spend a few months on the road, trying to train a young man who recently joined their ranks.

Romance & Drama

Twisted by Laurie Halse Anderson, 2007 - "As tension mounts, Tyler reaches a crisis point revealed through one of the most poignant and gripping scenes in young-adult literature. Taking matters into his own hands, Tyler decides that he must make a choice about what kind of man he wants to be, with or without his father's guidance" (Kirkus).

Catalyst by Laurie Halse Anderson  Eighteen-year-old Kate, who sometimes chafes at being a preacher's daughter, finds herself losing control in her senior year as she faces difficult neighbors, the possibility that she may not be accepted by the college of her choice, and an unexpected death.

Wintergirls by Laurie Halse Anderson - Eighteen-year-old Lia comes to terms with her best friend's death from anorexia as she struggles with the same disorder. (Novelist)

Peeled by Joan Bauer - Peeled is vintage Bauer, a warm and funny story full of likable, offbeat characters led by a strongly voiced, independently minded female protagonist on her way to genuine, well-earned maturity. Bauer seasons Hildy's story with the high school homecoming dance, a budding romance, strong friend and family ties, and a host of quirky characters, then serves it up in quick-paced prose juicy with apple metaphors. A-peeling all around! (School Library Journal)

Wait! Audrey by Robin Benway - While trying to score a date with her cute co-worker at the Scooper Dooper, sixteen-year-old Audrey gains unwanted fame and celebrity status when her ex-boyfriend, a rock musician, records a breakup song about her that soars to the top of the Billboard charts.

Almost Home by Jessica Blank 2007 - "The author's note offers resources for both at-risk and street teens. Examining the ties that bring people together and force them apart, this is a harsh and honest view of homeless teen life in the city of angels" (Kirkus).

Wuthering Heights by Charlotte Bronte - When Mr. Lockwood has an encounter with the spirit of Catherine Linton at the home of the unsociable Heathcliff, he hears the story of the tempestuous love affair between Catherine and Heathcliff.

Candy by Kevin Brooks - "Brooks' fourth novel, another provocative, suspenseful work that thrusts an average teen into an intense situation, invites inevitable comparisons with the film Traffic. When Candy, a girl "with the kind of smile that rips a hole in your heart," speaks to suburban teenager Joe outside a London train station, he falls hard but senses something amiss" (Booklist).

Kissing the Rain by Kevin Brooks - " Michael "Moo" Nelson is an uncouth, overweight, working-class 15-year-old who escapes the daily harassment-- the "rain" as he calls it -- he faces at school by riding his bike to a bridge, climbing to a familiar vantage point, and losing himself in the Zen of watching the endless flow of traffic. His life is changed when he witnesses a murder from the bridge" (School Library Journal).

Waiting for Normal by Leslie Connor c2008- Starred Review - "A story centered around loss, heartbreak, abandonment, and new beginnings. "Connor takes a familiar plot and elevates it with smartly written characters and unexpected moments. Addie starts out being a kid who thinks she has to go along to get along, but as Mommers' actions become more egregious, her spine stiffens. And though Addie loves her time upstate, she is willing to forgo it when the normality she has there is more painful than positive. This is a meaningful story that will touch many." (Booklist)

Crackback by John Coy -"When Miles Manning, a successful high school football player, discovers his teammates are using steroids--and one of them is his best friend--he's faced with a tough decision: Is he willing to do what it takes to win? Football is his life, and his family, especially his dad, is pinning its hopes on him" (Amazon).

Not Like You by Deborah Davis - Kayla's mother has made the 15 years of her daughter's life unpredictable, from moving for "fresh starts" to drunken binges, no money, loser boyfriends, and a year in foster care. Kayla is tired of being the adult and of letting a guy use her for sex just to feel loved. When Marilyn moves them to New Mexico and seems genuinely to want to stay sober, Kay is skeptical, but she begins to make a life for herself by walking dogs and making friends, especially with a 24-year-old musician. Thoughtful, touching, and honest, this story hits all the right notes. (School Library Journal)

Just Listen by Sarah Dessen - " Annabel Greene seemingly had everything: cool friends, close family, good grades, and a part-time modeling career in town. But it all came crashing down, and Annabel has spent the summer in shaky, self-imposed exile" (School Library Journal).

Before I Die by Jenny Downham c2007 - Starred Review - "The eloquent dying teen can seem a staple of the YA novel, but this British debut completely breaks the mold. Downham's writing is shockingly straightforward, and she cushions nothing for readers. In laying out so bald a story she evokes an extraordinary range of emotions, exorcised in a fiercely cathartic ending" (Publishers Weekly).

Leaving Paradise by Simone Elkeles ©2007 - Caleb and Maggie exhibit enough pain and anger to wreak havoc on their families and community, named, ironically, Paradise. Both missed their junior year of high school; Maggie, recovering from a car accident, and Caleb, jailed for hitting her while driving drunk" (School Library Journal).

Diva: A novel by Alex Finn ©2006 - "Caitlin, who was abused by her 16-year-old boyfriend, Nick, in Flinn's Breathing Underwater (HarperCollins, 2001), wants to put that relationship behind her. A talented opera singer, she gets into Miami High School for the Performing Arts despite her own nervousness and her mother's objections"(School Library Journal).

Jerk California by Jonathan Friesen  Schneider Family Book Awards 2008 - Plagued by Tourette's syndrome and a stepfather who despises him, Sam meets an old man in his small Midwest town who sends him on a road trip designed to help him discover the truth about his life.

Keesha's House by Helen Frost - Michael Printz Honor Award - "Frost has taken the poem-story to a new level with well-crafted sestinas and sonnets; leading readers into the souls and psyches of her teen protagonists. The house in the title isn't really Keesha's; it belongs to Joe. His aunt took him in when he was 12, and now that he's an adult and the owner of the place, he is helping out kids in the same situation" (School Library Journal).

Owning It by Donald R. Gallo Presents ten stories of teenagers facing all of the usual challenges of school, parents, boyfriends and girlfriends, plus the additional complications that come with having a physical or psychological disability.

Looks by Madeleine George YALSA Best Books for Young Adults - Two high school girls, one an anorexic poet and the other an obese loner, form an unlikely friendship. (Novelist)

Looking for Alaska by John Green Printz Award 2007,Sixteen-year-old Miles' first year at Culver Creek Preparatory School in Alabama includes good friends and great pranks, but is defined by the search for answers about life and death after a fatal car crash.

Paper Towns by John Green Booklist Editors Choice, YALSA Best Books for Young Adults, Oprah Kids Reading List, Edgar Allen Poe Award - One month before graduating from his Central Florida high school, Quentin "Q" Jacobsen basks in the predictable boringness of his life until the beautiful and exciting Margo Roth Spiegelman, Q's neighbor and classmate, takes him on a midnight adventure and then mysteriously disappears.

Books for Guys

Blood Brothers by S. A. Harazin, 2007 - "This compelling story, told in diary entries that cover hours and days, never loses the pace as Clay races to discover what happened during Joey's last day. The anti-drug message is never didactic, and the story will grab readers from the first sentence" (Kirkus).

Books for Guys

Adams, Douglas  he Ultimate Hitchhikers Guide to the Galaxy -" WITH DROLL WIT, A KEEN EYE FOR DETAIL AND HEAVY DOSES OF INSIGHT . . . ADAMS MAKES US LAUGH UNTIL WE CRY"(San Diego Union)

Adington, L. J.  he Diary of Pelly D. - "Particularly skillful is the author's use of setting and detail to build slowly toward a full revelation of the unique physical, psychological, and political worlds Pelly D and Toni V inhabit. This provocative addition to the growing body of dystopian literature for teens is a disturbing book that shouldn't be missed" (Booklist).

Aronson, Sarah  Head Case 2007 - "The plot moves quickly, and in the eight weeks following his release from the hospital, the young man gains some perspective and speaks publicly about his life. There is a twist that readers may spot from a mile away, but the conclusion is satisfying and thought-provoking" (School Library Journal).

Melvin Burgess  Bloodsong 2005 - "Burgess pulls no punches in his dark dystopian vision; classic themes of heroism, love, and betrayal are illustrated with violent imagery that is as shockingàas it isàutterly captivating. Butàreaders who can manage the body count will discover that Burgess has breathed new life into an ancient tale, making it relevant and accessible to teens coming of age in a post-9/11 world.Although the first book was originally published for adults, this one is being marketed as YA" (Booklist).

Coy, John  Crackback - " Coy takes the topic of football and weaves it in and out of other conflicts typical of teenage boys such as father/son relationships, girls, steroids, and realizing that there is more to life than just the game" (School Library Journal).

D'Orso, Michael  Eagle Blue: A Team, A Tribe, and a High School Basketball Team in Arctic Alaska -A 2007 Alex Award Winner, " The basketball narrative is fascinating as D'Orso examines the team dynamic, a la John Feinstein, but the real beauty of the book emerges in the contextual portrait of life in a small bush town where the traditions of hunting, trapping, and fishing are slowly eroded by the culture of snowmobiles, video games, and television. An inspiring, sometimes disturbing portrait of a culture in crisis" (Booklist).

Friesen, Jonathan  Jerk California - Schneider Family Book Award 2009 - Plagued by Tourette's syndrome and a stepfather who despises him, Sam meets an old man in his small Midwest town who sends him on a road trip designed to help him discover the truth about his life.(Novelist)

Gaiman, Neil  Neverwhere - "Gaiman's gift for mixing the absurd with the frightful give this novel the feeling of a bedtime story with adult sophistication. Readers will find themselves as unable to escape this tale as the characters themselves. Highly recommended" (Library Journal).

Ha, Thu-Huong  Hail Caesar 2007 - "The first-time author holds nothing back and tells it like it is. She confronts issues like drinking, sex, betrayal, friendship, and love, causing readers to think about themselves and the type of person they want to become" (School Library Journal).

Korman, Gordon  Born to Rock - 2006 - What makes the book irresistible is its well-crafted plot, full of fate-reversing twists and bountiful humor. This one enters the chart with a bullet: it has the goods to go platinum" (Publishers Weekly).

Lester, Julius  When Dad Killed Mom - "Lester brings many attributes to his writing for young people: excellent research, a willingness to confront and present controversial topics, aesthetically whole characterizations, and insight on how young people's concerns do not necessarily match those of their elders. All of these attributes inform this novel, which is narrated in the alternating voices of sixth- and eighth-grade siblings, but which takes on issues that require readers to have attained more maturity than the average peers of these characters" (School Library Journal).

Lewis Michael  Blind Side: The Evolution of a Game. A 2007 Alex Award Winner, "The young man at the center of this extraordinary and moving story will one day be among the most highly paid athletes in the National Football League. When we first meet him, he is one of thirteen children by a mother addicted to crack; he does not know his real name, his father, his birthday, or any of the things a child might learn in school such as, say, how to read or write. Nor has he ever touched a football" (Amazon).

McNamee, Graham  Acceleration - Edgar Allen Poe Award winner, "This chilling page-turner is all thrills, and the author cleverly manipulates readers' sense of disbelief by eliminating the possibility of police help or parental understanding. What results is one teen's self-conscious yet fast-paced journey into the mind of a cold-blooded killer, and the resulting manhunt will keep readers on the edge of their seats" (School Library Journal).

Rollins, James  Black Order: A Sigma Force Novel. - " The globe-trotting adventurers of Sigma Force, that elite American special-ops team, return in this high-powered thriller. The story begins cryptically. In Nepal, a strange plague has struck a remote Himalayan monastery, and a Nazi swastika is found on a cave wall" (School Library Journal).

Ruff, Matt  Bad Monkeys - 2007 - A 2008 Alex Award Winner, "Ruff, whose first two novels attracted a cult following, especially in Europe, displays so much imaginative flair (similar in sensibility to George Saunders) and relays it all with such exuberance that readers will have a hard time tearing themselves away from the book--indeed, the more outlandish Janes story grows, the faster theyll turn the pages. The fiendishly clever plot twists, involving a covert group fighting for evil, only add to the mind-bending experience" (Booklist).

Schusterman, Neil  Speeding Bullet - "10th-grader tells himself that it's "better to fail by design than risk failing for real." However, fate seems to have other plans for Nick when he rescues a girl from being hit by a subway train. After he saves a man from a burning building, Nick feels that he has a mission as compelling as that of his favorite comic-book character" (Publishers Weekly).

Sedgwick, Marcus  My Swordhand is Singing - 2006 - " This is an outstanding tale of suspense and horror with detail enough to produce shivers, and it's also a story of father and son, and loss and restoration, with a satisfying conclusion" (School Library Journal).

Waltman, Kevin  The Learning Game - "Nate's goal is snagging the final starting spot on the varsity basketball team, and he practices every day on a court outside a local fraternity house. One thing leads to another and Nate finds himself following some of his teammates into the house, stealing whatever they can and rationalizing that the wealthy fraternity boys will not miss a few electronics" (School Library Journal).

Woodson, Jacqueline  Miracle's Boys by 2000 - Coretta Scott King Award Winner, "Lafayette, 12, tells his family story in a voice that's funny, smart, and troubled. It's a story of poverty and grief, of family secrets and brotherly love" (Booklist).

NonFiction

Beckham, David  Beckham: Both Feet on the Ground: An autobiograpy - "The legendary soccer player and cultural icon takes readers on a tour of his life, from the streets of Chingford, England, to his role as star player on the world's most famous professional soccer team, with all the struggles and stadiums, and daring exploits, in between" (School Library Journal).

Hammond, Jeff  Real Men Work in the Pits: A Life in NASCAR Racing - "The stories Hammond tells about his life in NASCAR and the greats he has known are funny and "sometimes" tragic. He has strong opinions about the current state of the sport and pulls no punches as he offers his insights about the last 30 years when the sport grew so phenomenally from a regional obsession into a national pastime

Hayes, Neil  When the Game Stands Tall: The Story of the De La Salle Spartans and Football's Longest Winning Streak - " Streak - a historic 13-year run of consecutive wins by the Spartans, a high-school football team from Concord, California, that couldn't be beat" was still going strong. In this revised edition of When the Game Stands Tall, author Neil Hayes, who had unrestricted access to the De La Salle team, writes from the inside about the games, the players, and their visionary coach, Bob Ladouceur, who managed to amass the highest winning percentage in football history (.995) through standing for something greater than winning" (Amazon).

Marx, Jeffrey  Season of Life: A Football Star, a Boy, a Journey to Manhood - "This is not a book you are just going to read and then forget about. You're probably going to read it again sometime. And you'll definitely want to tell family and friends about it. By sharing Season of Life with others, you will be helping to make this a better world" (Ronnie Lott, NFL Hall of Famer).

Pierce, Charles  Moving the Chains - "On-the-field action peppers his account, but the real subject here is Brady himself--how did a young man who almost became a priest transform himself into the NFL quarterback who has achieved the most at the earliest age? Pierce converts what might have been just another sports bio into an engaging character study" (Booklist).


