Pequannock Valley Middle School
Home & School Association

Tuesday, November 17, 2009 Minutes

Attendees:

Mrs. Schwartz, Principal

Mrs. Mildner, Asst. Principal

Mrs. Irwin, PVHSA President
+ Approximately 10 members

The meeting began at 9:30am 

Leigh Irwin welcomed everyone and began the PVHSA reports:

· Treasurer report: Balance of $16,447.91

· Membership: 427 families enrolled  (increase from last year)

· Book Fair: $441.87 Income (slight increase from last year)

· Fall Fundraiser: $3,539.25 Income (decrease from last year)

· Directories:  Booklets being distributed before Thanksgiving break.

· Vendor Night 12/2: 10 Vendors and Mrs. Heise and some PV students will be playing holiday music that evening.  Flyers will be posted around town.

· Four Years & Beyond:  Large consensus was good

· 6th Grade Fun Night: 65-70 Kids in attendance.  Fun happened!

· 8th Grade Dance:  Due to a scheduling against the High School football game attendance was very poor.  Mrs. Swartz has made note to for next year.

· Entertainment Books: Ended at the end of October and currently gathering the numbers.

Danielle Kalas, Enrichment Chairperson reported that the Brain Challenge TV Game show is set for 12/8.  This has been done every year and has been well received.   She discussed that her group is looking into an Author visit, but they are currently VERY expensive.  There were other ideas being worked on and will be in contact with Mrs. Swartz and Leigh Irwin.   Lastly, Danielle indicated that her child is in 8th grade and she would be leaving as chairperson for Enrichment and someone is needed to go forward.

Principal’s Report – Sue Schwartz

Mrs. Schwartz first said that she would love to have more morning coffee hours to discuss more Parenting education.  “Kids are changing before we are.  It’s taking some parents longer to catch up.”   Some parents shared that kids are handling so much and changing a lot.  

“If you want kids to take risks…middle school is where you should do it… Let them learn here.  Don’t bring in their homework…teach responsibility…”  Some parents shared that they did let their child get a zero for homework and he/she learned to be more organized.  Others said that it depends on the homework. 

Mrs. Schwartz also spoke about 2 books and was willing to get a parent group together, like a book club.  “The Essential 55” by Ron Clark and “How to talk so kids will listen, so kids will talk by Adele Faber & Elaine Mazlish  “Use positive reinforcement, manners, responsibility, read and math facts!”  

Some parents shared that the loss for cursive writing was unfortunate.  That student should begin to at least learn how to sign their names.  Mrs. Schwartz agreed.

The meeting adjourned at 10:15am

Next meeting is January 14, 2010 @ 7pm
