
Pequannock Township School District 

Curriculum Syllabus 
 

Criminal Law - Grade 11-12 

Course Description:  
This course is designed to help students understand the basic principles of the legal 

system focusing on criminal law. The course will focus on current issues and the practical 

application of law in our daily lives, as well as each student’s responsibilities under the 

law.  
  

Course Standards:   

The following is a list of NJSLS that describe what students are expected to know and be 

able to do as a result of successfully completing this course.  The following NJSLS are the 

basis of the assessment of student achievement.  The learner will demonstrate mastery of. 

 

Identify the major components of the criminal justice system.  

6.1.12.A.2.b, 6.1.12.A.2.e, 6.1.12.A.13.b, 6.2.12.A.3.a, 6.2.12.A.3.a, 6.3.12.A.1, 

6.3.12.D.1, 8.1.12.D.1, 8.1.12.D.4, 9.1.12.A.1, 9.1.12.B.1, 9.1.12.B.3, RH.11-

12.2, RH.11-12.3, RH.11-12.7, SL.11-12.A-C, SL.11-12.4 -5, W.11-12.1, W.11-

12.A-B 

Understand the history of crime in the United States and in New Jersey.   

6.1.12.A.2.b, 6.1.12.A.2.e, 6.1.12.A.13.b, 6.2.12.A.3.a, 6.2.12.A.3.a, 6.3.12.A.1, 

6.3.12.D.1, 8.1.12.D.1, 8.1.12.D.4, 9.1.12.A.1, 9.1.12.B.1, 9.1.12.B.3, RH.11-

12.2, RH.11-12.3, RH.11-12.7, SL.11-12.A-C, SL.11-12.4 -5, W.11-12.1, W.11-

12.A-B 

Investigate the roles of law enforcement agencies and the public in the criminal justice 

process. 

6.1.12.A.2.b, 6.1.12.A.2.e, 6.1.12.A.13.b, 6.2.12.A.3.a, 6.2.12.A.3.a, 6.3.12.A.1, 

6.3.12.D.1, 8.1.12.D.1, 8.1.12.D.4, 9.1.12.A.1, 9.1.12.B.1, 9.1.12.B.3, RH.11-

12.2, RH.11-12.3, RH.11-12.7, SL.11-12.A-C, SL.11-12.4 -5, W.11-12.1, W.11-

12.A-B 

 Analyze both early and contemporary judicial thinking and legal reasoning. 

6.1.12.A.2.b, 6.1.12.A.2.e, 6.1.12.A.13.b, 6.2.12.A.3.a, 6.2.12.A.3.a, 6.3.12.A.1, 

6.3.12.D.1, 8.1.12.D.1, 8.1.12.D.4, 9.1.12.A.1, 9.1.12.B.1, 9.1.12.B.3, RH.11-

12.2, RH.11-12.3, RH.11-12.7, SL.11-12.A-C, SL.11-12.4 -5, W.11-12.1, W.11-

12.A-B 

Understand how the criminal justice process works and recognize what rights one retains 

while in the criminal justice system. 

6.1.12.A.2.b, 6.1.12.A.2.e, 6.1.12.A.13.b, 6.2.12.A.3.a, 6.2.12.A.3.a, 6.3.12.A.1, 

6.3.12.D.1, 8.1.12.D.1, 8.1.12.D.4, 9.1.12.A.1, 9.1.12.B.1, 9.1.12.B.3, RH.11-12.2, 

RH.11-12.3, RH.11-12.7, SL.11-12.A-C, SL.11-12.4 -5, W.11-12.1, W.11-12.A-B 

Investigate the history of the correctional system of the United States.  



6.1.12.A.2.b, 6.1.12.A.2.e, 6.1.12.A.13.b, 6.2.12.A.3.a, 6.2.12.A.3.a, 6.3.12.A.1, 

6.3.12.D.1, 8.1.12.D.1, 8.1.12.D.4, 9.1.12.A.1, 9.1.12.B.1, 9.1.12.B.3, RH.11-

12.2, RH.11-12.3, RH.11-12.7, SL.11-12.A-C, SL.11-12.4 -5, W.11-12.1, W.11-

12.A-B 

Define the characteristics of the juvenile justice system.  

6.1.12.A.2.b, 6.1.12.A.2.e, 6.1.12.A.13.b, 6.2.12.A.3.a, 6.2.12.A.3.a, 6.3.12.A.1, 

6.3.12.D.1, 8.1.12.D.1, 8.1.12.D.4, 9.1.12.A.1, 9.1.12.B.1, 9.1.12.B.3, RH.11-

12.2, RH.11-12.3, RH.11-12.7, SL.11-12.A-C, SL.11-12.4 -5, W.11-12.1, W.11-

12.A- 

Examine possible solutions to the current issues of justice. 

6.1.12.A.2.b, 6.1.12.A.2.e, 6.1.12.A.13.b, 6.2.12.A.3.a, 6.2.12.A.3.a, 6.3.12.A.1, 

6.3.12.D.1, 8.1.12.D.1, 8.1.12.D.4, 9.1.12.A.1, 9.1.12.B.1, 9.1.12.B.3, RH.11-

12.2, RH.11-12.3, RH.11-12.7, SL.11-12.A-C, SL.11-12.4 -5, W.11-12.1, W.11-

12.A-B 
 

Scope and Sequence 
 

Unit Plan 1:  Crime  Approximately 2 Weeks  

Unit Plan 2:  Police  Approximately 3 Weeks  

Unit Plan 3:  The Criminal Case Approximately 4 Weeks  

Unit Plan 4:  Corrections  Approximately 2 Weeks  

Unit Plan 5:  Juvenile Justice Approximately 3 Weeks  

Unit Plan 6:  Solutions  Approximately 3 Weeks  

 

Assessments 
Evaluation of student achievement in this course will be based on the following: 
 

a. Mock Trials 

b. Document analysis 

c. Argument development and defense - written and oral assessments 

d. Project-based and Inquiry-based lessons 

 

 
 



Curriculum Resources 
Criminal Justice in America: 5th Edition: Constitutional Rights Foundation  

The Criminal Law Digest: http://www.state.nj.us/oag/dcj/pdfs/criminal_law_digest-

orginal.pdf 

Classroom Law Project: http://www.classroomlaw.org/resources/teaching-

materials/#1st 

Key FBI Cases: http://www.fbi.gov/about-us/history/famous-cases 

NJ State Police Requirements: http://www.njsp.org/recruit/qual.html 

The United States Constitution: 

http://www.archives.gov/exhibits/charters/constitution_transcript.html 

Miranda vs. Arizona: 

http://www.streetlaw.org/en/landmark/cases/miranda_v_arizona#Tab=Overview 
 

 

Home and School Connection 
The following are suggestions and/or resources that will help parents support their children: 

● Discussions 

● Daily news programs 
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