
Pequannock Township School District 

Curriculum Syllabus 

 

AP United States Government and Politics  

Grade 11-12 

Course Description:  
AP U.S. Government and Politics provides students with the opportunity to explore the 

foundations of the American Government systems and the tenets of democracy at work. During 

the course of the year, students will engage in a rigorous examination of US Government by 

reading complex texts that include primary and secondary sources, insights from noted political 

scientists, and varying perspectives.  As students explore the central questions of liberty and 

justice, they will do so through various lenses and through the study of seminal Supreme Court 

cases that have significant impacts and consequences for American society.  Students will 

engage in debate, discourse, and rhetoric worthy of a democracy and necessary for to bring about 

change and growth of the nation.  Throughout the course, 5 core principles will be reinforced: 

  

Course Standards:   
The following is a list of NJSLS that describe what students are expected to know and be able to 

do as a result of successfully completing this course.  The following NJSLS are the basis of the 

assessment of student achievement.  The learner will demonstrate mastery of. 

 

NJSLS New Jersey Student Learning Standards 

6.1.12.A.2.a 

Assess the importance of the intellectual origins of the Foundational Documents (i.e., 

Declaration of Independence, the Constitution, and Bill of Rights) and assess their 

importance on the spread of democracy around the world. 

6.1.12.A.2.b 

Compare and contrast state constitutions, including New Jersey’s 1776 constitution, 

with the United States Constitution, and determine their impact on the development of 

American constitutional government. 

6.1.12.A.2.c 
Compare and contrast the arguments of Federalists and Anti-Federalists during the 

ratification debates, and assess their continuing relevance. 

6.1.12.A.2.d 
Explain how judicial review made the Supreme Court an influential branch of 

government, and assess the continuing impact of the Supreme Court today. 



6.1.12.A.2.e 

Examine the emergence of early political parties and their views on centralized 

government and foreign affairs, and compare these positions with those of today’s 

political parties. 

6.1.12.A.3.d 
Describe how the Supreme Court increased the power of the national government and 

promoted national economic growth during this era. 

6.1.12.A.3.g 

Determine the extent to which state and local issues, the press, the rise of interest-

group politics, and the rise of party politics impacted the development of democratic 

institutions and practices. 

6.1.12.A.4.b 

Analyze how ideas found in key documents (i.e., the Declaration of Independence, the 

Seneca Falls Declaration of Sentiments and Resolutions, the Emancipation 

Proclamation, and the Gettysburg Address) contributed to demanding equality for all. 

6.1.12.A.5.a 
Assess the impact of governmental efforts to regulate industrial and financial systems 

in order to provide economic stability. 

6.1.12.A.5.b 

Analyze the effectiveness of governmental policies and of actions by groups and 

individuals to address discrimination against new immigrants, Native Americans, and 

African Americans. 

6.1.12.A.6.b 

Evaluate the ways in which women organized to promote government policies (i.e., 

abolition, women’s suffrage, and the temperance movement) designed to address 

injustice, inequality, workplace safety, and immorality. 

6.1.12.A.6.c 

Relate the creation of African American advocacy organizations (i.e., the National 

Association for the Advancement of Colored People) to United States Supreme Court 

decisions (i.e., Plessy v. Ferguson) and state and local governmental policies. 

6.1.12.A.13.b 

Analyze the effectiveness of national legislation, policies, and Supreme Court 

decisions (i.e., the Civil Rights Act, the Voting Rights Act, the Equal Rights 

Amendment, Title VII, Title IX, Affirmative Action, Brown v. Board of Education, 

and Roe v. Wade) in promoting civil liberties and equal opportunities. 

6.1.12.A.14.a 
Evaluate the effectiveness of the checks and balances system in preventing one branch 

of national government from usurping too much power during contemporary times. 

6.1.12.A.14.b 
Analyze how the Supreme Court has interpreted the Constitution to define the rights 

of the individual, and evaluate the impact on public policies. 

6.1.12.A.14.c 
Assess the merit and effectiveness of recent legislation in addressing the health, 

welfare, and citizenship status of individuals and groups. 

6.1.12.A.14.d 
Analyze the conflicting ideologies and actions of political parties regarding spending 

priorities, the role of government in the economy, and social reforms. 

6.1.12.A.14.e 
Evaluate the effectiveness and fairness of the process by which national, state, and 

local officials are elected and vote on issues of public concern. 



6.1.12.A.14.f 
Determine the extent to which nongovernmental organizations, special interest 

groups, third party political groups, and the media affect public policy. 

6.1.12.A.14.g 
Analyze the impact of community groups and state policies that strive to increase the 

youth vote (i.e., distribution of voter registration forms in high schools). 

6.1.12.A.14.h 
Assess the effectiveness of government policies in balancing the rights of the 

individual against the need for national security. 

RST.11-12.1. 

Accurately cite strong and thorough evidence from the text to support analysis of 

science and technical texts, attending to precise details for explanations or 

descriptions. 

RST.11-12.2. 

Determine the central ideas, themes, or conclusions of a text; summarize complex 

concepts, processes, or information presented in a text by paraphrasing them in simpler 

but still accurate terms. 

RST.11-12.3. 

Follow precisely a complex multistep procedure when carrying out experiments, 

taking measurements, or performing technical tasks; analyze the specific results based 

on explanations in the text. 

RST.11-12.4. 

Determine the meaning of symbols, key terms, and other domain-specific words and 

phrases as they are used in a specific scientific or technical context relevant to grades 

11-12 texts and topics. 

RST.11-12.5. 
Analyze how the text structures information or ideas into categories or hierarchies, 

demonstrating understanding of the information or ideas. 

RST.11-12.6. 
Analyze the author's purpose in providing an explanation, describing a procedure, or 

discussing an experiment in a text, identifying important issues that remain unresolved. 

RST.11-12.7. 

Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in diverse formats 

and media (e.g., quantitative data, video, multimedia) in order to address a question or 

solve a problem. 

RST.11-12.8. 

Evaluate the hypotheses, data, analysis, and conclusions in a science or technical text, 

verifying the data when possible and corroborating or challenging conclusions with 

other sources of information. 

RST.11-12.9. 

Synthesize information from a range of sources (e.g., texts, experiments, simulations) 

into a coherent understanding of a process, phenomenon, or concept, resolving 

conflicting information when possible. 

RST.11-12.1. 

Accurately cite strong and thorough evidence from the text to support analysis of 

science and technical texts, attending to precise details for explanations or 

descriptions. 

RST.11-12.2. 
Determine the central ideas, themes, or conclusions of a text; summarize complex 

concepts, processes, or information presented in a text by paraphrasing them in simpler 



but still accurate terms. 

WHST.11-12.1. 

Write arguments focused on discipline-specific content. 

A. Introduce precise, knowledgeable claim(s), establish the significance of the 

claim(s), distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims, and create an 

organization that logically sequences the claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and 

evidence. 

B. Develop claim(s) and counterclaims using sound reasoning and thoroughly, 

supplying the most relevant data and evidence for each while pointing out the 

strengths and limitations of both claim(s) and counterclaims in a discipline 

appropriate form that anticipates the audience’s knowledge level, concerns, values, 

and possible biases. 

C. Use transitions (e.g. words, phrases, clauses) to link the major sections of the text, 

create cohesion, and clarify the relationships between claim(s) and reasons, between 

reasons and evidence, and between claim(s) and counterclaims. 

D. Establish and maintain a style and tone appropriate to the audience and purpose 

(e.g. formal and objective for academic writing) while attending to the norms and 

conventions of the discipline in which they are writing. 

E. Provide a concluding paragraph or section that supports the argument presented. 

 

WHST.11-12.2. 

Write informative/explanatory texts, including the narration of historical events, 

scientific procedures/ experiments, or technical processes. 

A. Introduce a topic and organize complex ideas, concepts, and information so that 

each new element builds on that which precedes it to create a unified whole; include 

formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., figures, tables), and multimedia when 

useful to aiding comprehension. 

B. Develop the topic thoroughly by selecting the most significant and relevant facts, 

extended definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples 

appropriate to the audience’s knowledge of the topic. 

C. Use varied transitions and sentence structures to link the major sections of the text, 

create cohesion, and clarify the relationships among complex ideas and concepts. 

D. Use precise language, domain-specific vocabulary and techniques such as 

metaphor, simile, and analogy to manage the complexity of the topic; convey a 

knowledgeable stance in a style that responds to the discipline and context as well as 

to the expertise of likely readers. 

E. Provide a concluding paragraph or section that supports the argument presented. 

WHST.11-12.4. 
Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style 

are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

WHST.11-12.5. 
Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or 

trying a new approach, focusing on addressing what is most significant for a specific 



purpose and audience. 

WHST.11-12.6. 
Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, share, and update writing products 

in response to ongoing feedback, including new arguments or information. 

WHST.11-12.7. 

Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a question 

(including a self-generated question) or solve a problem; narrow or broaden the inquiry 

when appropriate; synthesize multiple sources on the subject, demonstrating 

understanding of the subject under investigation. 

WHST.11-12.8. 

Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital sources, using 

advanced searches effectively; assess the strengths and limitations of each source in 

terms of the specific task, purpose, and audience; integrate information into the text 

selectively to maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding plagiarism and overreliance on any 

one source and following a standard format for citation. 

WHST.11-12.9. Draw evidence from informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 

WHST.11-12.10. 

Write routinely over extended time frames (time for reflection and revision) and 

shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific 

tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

SL.11-12.1. 

Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on- one, 

in groups, and teacher-led) with peers on grades 11–12 topics, texts, and issues, 

building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively. 

A. Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched material under study; 

explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence from texts and other 

research on the topic or issue to stimulate a thoughtful, well reasoned exchange of 

ideas. 

B. Collaborate with peers to promote civil, democratic discussions and decision-

making, set clear goals and assessments (e.g. student developed rubrics), and establish 

individual roles as needed. 

C. Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that probe reasoning 

and evidence; ensure a hearing for a full range of positions on a topic or issue; clarify, 

verify, or challenge ideas and conclusions; and promote divergent and creative 

perspectives. 

D. Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives; synthesize comments, claims, and 

evidence made on all sides of an issue; resolve contradictions when possible; and 

determine what additional information or research is required to deepen the 

investigation or complete the task. SL.11-12.2. Integrate multiple sources of 

information presented in diverse formats and media (e.g., visually, quantitatively, 

orally) in order to make informed decisions and solve problems, evaluating the 

credibility and accuracy of each source and noting any discrepancies among the data. 

SL.11-12.2. Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse media or formats (e.g., 



visually, quantitatively, qualitatively, orally) evaluating the credibility and accuracy of 

each source. 

SL.11-12.3. 

Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric, 

assessing the stance, premises, links among ideas, word choice, points of emphasis, 

and tone used. 

SL.11-12.4. 

Present information, findings and supporting evidence clearly, concisely, and logically. 

The content, organization, development, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and 

audience. 

SL.11-12.5. 

Make strategic use of digital media (e.g., textual, graphical, audio, visual, and 

interactive elements) in presentations to enhance understanding of findings, reasoning, 

and evidence and to add interest. 

SL.11-12.6. 
Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating a command of formal 

English when indicated or appropriate. 

 

 

Scope and Sequence 
 

Unit 1:  Foundations of American Democracy  

Unit 2:  American Political Ideologies and Beliefs  

Unit 3:  Political Participation  

Unit 4:  Interactions Among Branches of Government  

Unit 5:  Civil Liberties & Civil Rights  

Unit 6:  Exam Review  

Unit 7:  Project - Making the Civil Connection  

 

Assessments 
Evaluation of student achievement in this course will be based on the following: 

 

Assessments will be given that reflect the College Board AP Exam and structure. They will 

include document analysis, written responses, content checks and multiple choice questions.  

 

 

Curriculum Resources 
Text:  American Government: Stories of a Nation ISBN:  1319208258 



 

Home and School Connection 
The following are suggestions and/or resources that will help parents support their children: 

● Crash Course Video on YouTube 

● AP Review books 

● Quizlet 

● Collegeboard website - AP Central 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


